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For the New York Evangelist. 


ANECDOTES & REFLECTIONS ON REVIVALS. 
NO. XVII. 


|’ WE CAN NEVER HAVE A REVIVAL, TILL THE CHURCH 


ARE UNITED. 

When a chureh is torn with dissensions, when 
brother is opposed to brother, the remgrk is very 
frequently made: ‘“ We cannot have a revival 
till the church are more united. As I have re- 
peatedly heard this remark, and seen its correct- 
ness denied by facts, and examined its influence 
on those who believe it, I have several remarks 
to offer. 

1. This assertion is not correct. ’ 

I admit there may, I have evidence that there 
often is, among the members of a church, that 
opposition which really prevents a revival. Still 
it need not be so, they can give up their opposi- 
tion, can do their duty, can have a revival. 
there is a church on earth that cannot have a re- 
vival, then that church is not, and cannot be 
blameworthy for failing to possess all that spirit 
of prayer and obedience and activity, and useful- 
ness to sinners, which would constitute a revival. 
Our ability is commensurate with our duty.— 
While therefore disunion in a church is often, the 
very thing that prevents a revival, it need not, 
should not be so. But those who are real Chris- 


* tians, and who love revivals, } haye no doubt, 


ployed 


rat 
ay 
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5.» Christians 


for thent as you ought.” 


often think that the church of which they are 
members, cannot have a revival immediately, on 
account of their apy 1d contentions. I would 
therefore relate the following facts, which have 
fallen under my own observation. , Several years 
aco, a church and Society in H—— became 
divided, and dismissed their minister. They 
were disunited ia ence of individual ani- 
mosities, and the stro: rty feeling which ex- 
isted for and against their preacher. Destitute 
of a pastor, and in this divided state, they em- 
a mi He told them at the com- 
mencement, that he could not enter into their 
difficulties, or talk them over; he urged upon 
them the duty of loving those whom they viewed 


_eastheirenemies. This made them careful of what 


hey said to him about ie See Stee 
re began to state e faults of others, 
aid 1 tn “J fear you do not love them 
t—I fear that you have not prayed 

need not remark that 
this treatment caused their complaints to be few. 

- In the commencement of his labors, he urged on 
sinners the duty of immediate repentance to- 
wards God, and faith on Christ, and pressed 
ans to thedluty of fervent prayer, and faith- 
fal eflorts for a revival. While pursuing this 
rourse, and visiting from house to house, he call- 
J on a family, the heads of which were respect- 
E; for their undoubted piety. As this duty was 


7 “brought to bear upon the conscience of the father, 


34 


: “We ean’t have a revival till there is 
‘more tuion in the church.” The preacher re- 
» plied, * you must give up these feelings and pray 

' for a revival. I wish to see your children.”— 

"Phe children were called and conversed with by 
. the 


he sak 


a 
, Rev. J.D.Mitchell 


feel,— brought upon us are the 
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lowed, the divisions were healed, and in a few 
months the church and Society were happily 
united"in their very first candidate, who became 
their coreer: 

2. This remark is made without a thorough in- 
vestigation of the subject. 
| Often.have Lheard the remark: “ We are in 
a very favorable state for a revival, there are no 
ies inethe church.” Often too, [have wit- 
ness while such places were passed by, with Jittle 
or no refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 

Now a careful examination of the subject, I 
think would lead us to expect, that a‘ church 
which is distressed with trials and afflictions will 
be revived sooner than the church, which enjoys 
unmingled prosperity. Past experience has ever 
testified that external poay is unsafe for the 
church, and is the seed time of those errors and 
corruptions and dissensions, which often well nigh 
prove her desolation. In prosperity Christians 
forget their dependence on God, rest satisfied in 
their union and strength, and repose their confi- 
dence in ani arm of flesh, and in their fair pros- 
pects, which continue to brighten. They there- 
fore neglect the appropriate means which they 
should employ, and the immediate efforts which 
they shouid make for a revival. And what is 
worst of all, they neither deeply feel their need 
of the Spirit’s aid, nor fervently invoke his gra- 
cious presence. Several years ago the church 
and society in C——- which had seen days of 
affliction, became more prosperous and united, 
and felt that their prospects were brightening.— 
While in this state a revival commenced in a very 
interesting manner, and excited the hope that it 
might become extensive and lasting. But the 
church evidently did not cherish a lively ‘sense of 
the importance of a revival. ‘They did not come 
up to the work, and it soon declined. The 
Lord of the vineyard seemed to leave this branch, 
and for a“season it withered dreadfully under 
his parting frown. 

hen a church are in affliction, when they are 

torm by contentions, there are some who are 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph, and in conse- 
quence of these prominent evils, they know how 
to pray and what to pray for, theyare driven to God 
for succor. They feel so deeply, and pray so fer- 
vently, and use the means of God’s appointment 
so faithfully, that they obtain from God the 
precious gift, a revival of religion. 
In G——, while there were great difficulties in 
relation to the pastor of the church, an aged mo- 
ther in Israel said to her family, “ you must tell 
me all about these difficulties, that I may know 
how to pray.” Others, doubtless, in consequence 
of these difficulties, were led to seek Jehovah’s aid 
by fervent prayer. A revival soon followed, and 
the families, with which this aged matron was con- 
nected, shared abundantly in its precious bles- 
sings. 
3. When this sentiment is cherished, its influ* 
ence is awfully pernicious. 
Let Christians fully believe that they cannot 
have a revival now, and they will, neither feel 
their obligations, nor put forth efforts to be re- 
vived. ‘The most that they can be persuaded to 
do, will be to make what they view asa prepara- 
tion for a revival. ‘They will exhaust all their 
efforts to produce that state in which they can 
have the reviving influence of heaven. Conse- 
quently, they will make no direct, immediate ef- 
fort to obtain a revival. But will they ever at- 
tempt this work of preparation? There is much 
reason to fear that they will not. If they attempt 
it there is reason to fear that it will be so sinakil- 
fully done, that the very effort will drive them still 


a 2 Many churches 
vacke these efforts to prepare for a reVival, OUT] 


never make efforts to produce a revival. They do 
not discriminate on this subject. They leave un- 
done that work, which would secure a revival, 
and consequently no revival follows. They think 
they have done what they could to obtain this 
blessing, and therefore conclude that they cannot 
now be cheered by the special presence and pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit. Spiritual unconcern and 
inactivity are the results. The chutch settle 
down in despairing indolence, and flatter them- 
selves that they are waiting God’s time to be re- 
vived ! 

If such churches would be refreshed by the re- 
turning smiles of God and the reviving influences 
of his Spirit, if they would be built up in beauty 
and honor and strength, let them give up this 
view and feel that it is their duty and privile 
to be immediately revived; let them faithfully 
employ the means, which God hath appointed 
for revivals; let them stir themselves up to take 
hold on God ; let them bring all the tithes in the 
store house, and prove the faithfulness of Jeho- 
vah to his promises, then shall he pour them out 
a blessing, till there shali be no room or es 
tt!” . R.A. 


* REVIVALS 

In Puitapevrnia.—In this city, there is at 
present a greater attention manifested to reli- 
gious concerns, than has been for a considerable 
time past. We enjoy, partially, and compara- 
tively to our cold and slumbering state, some 
months ago,a revival. The additions to the 
churches within these few weeks, are, it is be- 
lieved about one hundred. This,compared towhat 
the Lord is doing in some other places, is “ a day 
of small things,” which we by no means “ de- 
spise ;” but for which we would be grateful, while 
we hope and pray, that these may form the 
waive-sheaf of an abundant harvest.—Presbyte- 
rian. 


In Exeter, N. H.—The present year will 
form an era in the religious history of Exeter.— 
Nearly two hundred individuals in the town have 
within three months made a religious profession 
in the several congregations. Nothing like it has 
happened since the days of Whitefield, that living 
Martyr to a glorious ministry — Bapt. Chronicle. 


In Manvat Lasor Acapemy, GERMANTOWN.— 
We hear that a work of graee has commenced 
in its reviving and renewing power, in the Ma- 
nual Labor institution at Germantown, under the 
care of the Rev. G. Junkin,—that all the pupils, 
with a single exception, are impressed, and that 
a number of the inhabitants in the town, share 
in the blessed influences of this visitation of the 
Holy Spirit.— Presbyterian. 


URBANA, CHAMPAIGNE COUNTY, OHIO. 


’ A correspondent in the Cincinnati Journal, gives an ac- 
count of a very interesting revival in Urbana, we make the 
following extracts : 


The spirit of God has been with us, and we trust is to 
the present day. We have used anxious seats and have 
seen nearly sixty upon them at the same time, while an 
awe as if the presence of God rested upon the congrega- 
tion. Indeed many @ time it has appeared as if every seat 

tained an anxious inquirer. The whole house has been 

shaken. Very few could have been at any of our meetin 
for months without feeling that God was in the midst 
of atruth. The evidence of deep feeling—the tears, and 
in a few instances, strong crying—bear witness that God 
was there. Yet there has been little of this feverish ex- 
citement that must necessarily cool again. Excitement 
has never been coveted or encouraged for the sake of ex- 
citement. As the fruits of this work, 75 have been ga- 
thered into the church—32 males and 43 females—nearly 
60 between 16 and 30 years of age. More than of 
them were previously members of a Tem; ety, 
and ardent spirit is nearly banished from ion. 
Some have been anxious, and to the anxious seat, who are 
manifestly none the better for it—their last end is likely to 
be worse than the first, And several give evidence of 
piety, who have not yet made profession. The visible 
means es preaching, by which thin Mouning bao boo 
Temperance Societies and Sabbath 





gress ofge 


such as have usually been hearers of the 
some that were far off have been 


they have learned to pray. 
.- VIRGINIA. ? 
We continue to 

congregations in the interior of our state, w 

is his people cheering tokens of his 
sence and of his power, in the conversion of sinners. I 
a few other pl there is a de; 
ought to be regarded as evidence 


dom. 

The pastor of a church in the southern part of the state 
place, although iniquity abounds. 
more and mourning 
There are three cases of seriousness. 


vine grace are witnessed—and it is hoped that 


s- to come up to the ~ | 





n ‘elegr ‘aph. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Religious feeling, we are happy to state, is still 


ase i Several of the chur- 
ches are enjoying a revival of religion ; and some 


on the increase in this city. 


are added daily to them, of such as shall be saved. 


to have gone before them, and prepared a way 
those who have long been at ease in 
for none of these things. These are mercy drops, 
which demand our grateful acknowledgments to 
the Spirit ofall 
God waits to proved b 
may open the windows of h 
such a blessing, that there shall not be room to 
contain it.—Christian Index. 


his people, that he 


MANLIUS, ONONDAGA COUNTY. 


A correspondent writes to us from this ne 
under date of the 11th instant,as follows: “ It will 
three days meeting held this week, a goodly num- 
ber of stout-hearted sinners have been made to 
bow at the foot of the cross, and in the judgment 
of charity, been born of the Spirit.” Another 
etter, subsequently received, mentions that the 
meeting was protracted several days longer; and 
the numbers hoping, augmented to we dare 
not at the present time tell how many; but a 
powerful "revival is now in progress.— Western 
Recorder. 


TEMPERANCE AND REVIVALS. 


Two facts worthy of especial notice which dis- 
tinguish the present day, and which call for gra- 
titude from every philanthropist and every Chris- 
tian, are the very general prevalence of the tem- 
perance cause, and the existence of numerous 
revivals of religion in the western part of this 
state. 

Twe-former appears to have been a pioneer to 


the latter, having removed. so far as it has pre- 


vailed, one of the greatest obstacles to the pro- 
igion. So far as we have noticed, 

taken place and been most exten- 
sive where the churches have most rigidly adopt- 
ed the principle of entire abstinence from the use 
of ardent spirits. In some places, where revivals 
have just commenced, and but few conversions 
have taken place, we know the principal men in 
the church have either been opposed to, or have 


manifested a very culpable apathy in the cause of 


temperance. It is true, that our knawledge is not 
very particular or very extensive on this subject. 
We rather throw out these remarks for the pur- 


pose of calling attention and ascertaining whether 


our suggestion is borne out by facts. 


come under our observation during the revival in 


this region is, that those who have entertained a 
hope in the pardoning mercy of God, and have 
in the mire,” a 
n- 
deed very few of this description have held on 
We should like to learn how far this 
has been the case, in other places—indeed, whe- 
ther any who were still intemperate, notwith- 
standing the great light which has been shed on 
this subject, have been hopefully made the sub- 
jects of renewing grace, and still give evidence 


returned to their “ anes 


those who made a free use of ardent spirits. 


their way. 


of the genuineness of the work on their hearts. 


readers particularly to notice with re 


very extensively prove them.—Roch. Observer. 
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THOUGHTS ON PRAYER.—NO. Hl. 


tion, What is it which constitutes 
cious, as means of obtaining from 


SATURDAY, 


. brought nigh by the blood 
of Christ. . Some who have neglected all’ religious meet- 
ings for years were excited to attend, and seeming to gaze, 


receive gratifying intelligence from three 


cial pre- 
n 
e of attention, which 


a ‘ t the Lord, in his oe: 
ness, has not withdrawn his spirit from this part his 
vineyard—and as a call upon Christians to awake to right- 


eousness and make proof of his faithfulness by their ear- 
nest prayers and efforts for the advancement of his king- 


says—“I hope we have indications of a revival in this 


Christians are feeling 
e absence of divine influences.— 
: Our prayer meet- 
ings of late are places of weeping and mourning.” We 
proceed to notice Ao where signal displays of di- 

chris- 
tians who read or hear of these wonderful works, will be 
persuaded that the present is a day of God’s power, and 
that they are solemnly invited by a voice from Heaven, 
of the Lord against the mighty.” 


It is Femarked by those who are engaged in Visi- 
ting theirfriends and fellow sinners, to coverse 
with them on the great concerns of eternity, that 
the usual obstacles in the way of such duties 
have disappeared. The Spirit of the Lord seems 


of easy access to the houses and consciences of 
Zion, caring 
—— be it remembered, that 


eaven and pour out 


no doubt gladden-your heart to hear, that in our 


Another thing worthy of notice, which has 


We are not disposed to say much on this sub- 
ject at present, but we would urge it upon our 
rd to these 
things, and see whether our suggestions will not 


Mr. Editor—My farther communications on 
this subject, will consist in replying to the ques- 
Graver effica- 

od, the good 


: 
2,1831. 


compatied with corresponding.@xercises of heart, 
to renderour petitions prevalent with God. 

here it may be said, ““ How can such prayer 

as this be ofany use ? how can it avail any thing 

at all «ith God; since he-knows perfectly the 

for his own acts, and for the bestowment 

i having those reasons stated 

‘o this it may be re- 


pra rmity to truth,and the ac- 
tual state of the moral world, yet our use of these 
arguments in’ way of humble petition, may origi- 
nate a reason which did not before exist why the 
blessings implored should be granted us. The ar- 

ments which, Moses used in his intercession for 
the children of Israel, were such as appeared rea- 
sonable to the mind of God; and yet “ he said 
that he would destroy them, had not Moses his 
chosen stood before him in the breach, ‘to turn 
away his wrath.” Psal. 106: 23. To make it 
honorable to the character of God, the Supreme 
King’ of Israel, it was necessary that these rea- 
sons should be presented in humble supplication 
‘by Moses their friend, and the friend of God, who 
stepped intg the breach to turn away his deserved 
wrath from them. The arguments which were 
used by thé publican in his short prayer, “ God 
be merciful to me a sinner,” were grounded in 
truth, and were seen by the heater of prayer, be- 
fore they were presented to him in this humble 
petition; but before they were thus ppesented, 
the petitioner did not cnaie mércy ‘to be} 
able to go down to his house justifiédy, : 


: The reasons, ne ‘copes nation of 
srael those great blessings which are i 
in the 36th eluapner of Ezekiel, first existe te 
mind of Israel’s God ; and yet he could not con- 
fer them consistently, except in answer to their 
prayers; “'I'hus saith the Lord God, I will yet 
for this be inquired of by the house of Israel, to 
‘do it for them.” 
Some may be ready to ask, whether faith is 
not that ingredient in prayer which gives it all its 
efficacy. Jamessays, “ The prayer of faith shall 
save the sick.” And Christ says, “ All things 
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shalf receive them.” Matt. 21: 22. Faith is no 
doubt essential to acceptable and efficacious 
prayer. Without faith, we are told, it is impos- 
sible to please God; for he that cometh unto 
God must believe that he is, and that he is the 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him. We 
are certainly not prepared to pray, unless we be- 
lieve in the existence of God, and also in his in- 
finite greatness and goodness. Nor are we pre~- 
pared to pray unless we believe in the Son of 
God, who is the way, the ofily way to the Fa- 
ther. Butis faith the only thing which is needed 
to render prayer acceptable and prevalent ?— 
There are other things as necessary as this. One 
of these things is referred to by Christ, Mark 11: 
25, “ And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye 
have aught against any: that your Father also 
who is in*heaven may forgive you your trespas- 
ses.” It appears from this and other similar pas- 
sages, that without a spirit of forgiveness, our 
prayers will avail nothing. Repentance and hu- 
mility are not less essential to acceptable prayer: 
than faith. That they are absolutely essential, 
is clearly taught in the parable of the Pharisee 
and the Publican, who went up to the temple to 
pray. In the case ofthe Publican we have a plea- 
sing illustration of that prayer which has its foun- 
dation in a humble and contrite spirit ; and this 
is represented by our divine teacher as the only 
kind of prayer which God regards with compla- 
cency. In that prayer of David, which is con- 
tained in the 51st Psalm, contrition appears to be 
the frist prominen! and eagaging feature. “Phet 
same appears in the petition presented by the re- 
turning prodigal to his injured father ; an account 
of which we have in the 15thof Luke. It is cer- 
tain that there are none but the humble, whose 
rayers are heard with approbation: “ Lord thou 
on heard the desire of the humble.” Ps. 10: 17. 
Nor is submission any less essential to acceptable 
prayer than those ingredients which have been 
already named. The Savior himself is the most 
eminent example of prayer, and also of the exer- 
cise of submissiun in the dutv. How lovely does 
he appear, when Praying, and that in an agony, 
for the removal of the cup of trembling, and yet 
entirely submitting his will to his Father’s. An 
unsubmissive spirit is rebellion. Were it possible 
that our faith should be strong enough to remove 
mountains, our prayer, unaccompanied with sub- 
mission, would he nothing but an abomination to 
the Lord. As far as we have a heart secretly to 
oppose our will to His, he can take no pleasure in 
our devotions. 

Nothing could be more improper than to set up 
repemtanee, or humility, or a forgiving spirit, or 
submission, or any thing else, however excellent, 
against faith, while we are treating on the requi- 
sites for prayer: and it is no less improper to set 
up faith against them. The truth is, that prayer, 
such as meets the divine acceptance, combines all 
these particulars; and it suffers injury when one 
is exalted to the disadvantage of the rest. Holy 
prayer can no more exist without repentance 
than without faith. Nor can there be any holy 
prayer where there is not a benevolent and for- 
giving spirit. The hand of murder and the hand 
of prayer cannot be lifted up together. Nor is 
submission any less indispensable to prayer than 
benevolence. ‘True submission does not prevent 
nor check holy desire ; and therefore has no ten- 
dency to destroy importunity in pleading for 
those blessings, the bestowment of which is not 
known to be in opposition to God’s will, or incom- 


our arguments used in | God decre 


fas 


which we seek, or of which we stand in need ?— 
This is the most interesting part of our investiga- 
tion, and is the particular thing which led the 
writer to trouble the readers of the Evangelist 
with his “ thoughts on prayer.” Should we mis- 
take concerning the thing which renders prayer 
efficacious, it would expose us to seek for, and 
make our chief dependence on, something unsolid 
and worthless ; for example, on the place where 
we pray, or on our much speaking in prayer, or 
our loud speaking, or the circumstance that many 
are speaking at once,or on the circumstance, that 
the prayer is accompanied with violent passions 
and gestures, like the devotions of the prophets 
of Baal. 

There is however no circumstance, or number 
of circumstances, which can give the least effica- 
cy to prayer, when its character is not holy, and 
when it does not go out of unfeigned lips. In 
whatever place men are required to pray, it is en- 
joined, that they pray lifting up holy hands. 1Tim. 
2: 8. It is forever true, that “ the sacrifice of the 
wicked is an abomination to the Lord ; but the 
prayer of the upright is his delight.” Prov. 15: 
8. Prayer implies desires first existing in our 
hearts, and then lifted “up to God; acceptable 
prayer supposes the desires which we lift up to 
God are holy ; and fervent acceptable prayer] 
supposes e strength imparted to these holy 
desires. The more the petitioner enters into the 
same views of divine truth with his Maker,—the 
same views of moral government and Mediatori- 


only 
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it is this. 
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patible with his declarative glory. 


SiILvanus. 
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pleased to. 


| difference. 


(Coneluded.) 


But he asserts, farthermore, that Calvin and his 
genuine followers affirmed that Jesus Christ died 
for the elect, and that all the rest were uncon- 
ditionally reprobated. We shall try the truth of 
this by referring to the “ horribile decretum.” 
to Calvin, and the Synod of Dort 
“God hath chosen a certain number 
of the fallen race of Adam in Christ, before the 
foundation of the world, unto eternal glory, ac- 
cording to his immutable pu \ i 
grace and love, without the least foresight of faith, 
good works, or any conditions performed by the 
creature; and that the rest of mankind he was 

ss by, and ordain to dishonor and 
wrath for theiv sins, to the praise of his vindictive 
justice.” This article agrees with the Co 
tional wo Presbyterian 
cept a slight ver 
kind ofan predestinated unto life, God before 
the foundation of the world was laid, &c. hath 
chosen im Christ unto everlasting glory, out of his 
mefe free grace, and love without any foresight 
of faith or good works, or perseverance in the n, 
or any other thing in the creature, as conditions 
or causes moving him thereunto: and all to the 
ise of his glorious grace. The rest of mahkind, 


, and of his free 


ga- 
onfession of Faith, ex- 
“ Those of man- 


al ri 


urges as a reason for being heard, those argu 


ments which appear weighty in the mind of God 
himself, the more acceptable and prevalent he 


may expect his prayer will be. God is a Bei 
of unlimited perfection, and is therefore dis 

to be governed by the 
does. No 


righteousness and grace—the more he feels as 
God feels, and the more sincerely and heartily he 


best reasons in all that he 
tition, requesting him to act unrea- 
sonably, will be of any avail ; and all our desires 


God was pleased according to the unsearchable 
counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or 
withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory 
of his sovereign power over his creatures, to pass 
by, and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for 
their sin, to the praise of his glorious justice.” 
Now let us see how the framers of these articles 
explained and rded them. The Synod of Dort 
b not consider predestination, as affecting the 
agency, 


or accountableness of creatures, or as be- 


that he should do so, tend to destroy the effica- 


ing to them 


any rule of conduct. On the contra- 


exhortations, promises, and threatenings, as if no 
decree existed. ‘The connection in which the 
doctrine is introduced by the divines of Dort, is 
to account for one sinner’s believing and being 
saved rather than another; and such the Calvin- 
ists say is the connection which it occupies in the 
scriptures. With regard to predestination to 
death, they say, if the question 5 wherefore did 
¢ to punish those who are punished, the 
answer is, on account of their sins. But if it be 
wherefore did he decree to punish them rather 
than others, there is no other reason to be assign- 
ed but that so it seemed good in his sight.” (Eph. 
i. $, 4; Jer. vi. 37. 

Compare with this the article on fore-ordina- 
tion in the Pres. Con. and Say. Platform. ‘God 
from all eternity, did by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely, and unchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass; yet soas there- 
by neither is God the author of sin ; nor is vio- 
lence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is 
the liberty or contingency of second causes taken 
away, but rather established.” 

The article of predestination thus explained, 
denies that God is the author of sin, and main- 
tains that no violence is offered to the will, and 
that the liberty or contingency of second causes, 
so far from being taken away is rather establish- 
ed. The purpose from everlasting to save sinners, 
considered as a mere mental act, affects not in the 
least their condition, as I stated in the first arti- 
uader the head of Doctrinal Plagiarism. And 

is purpose is executed in entire consistency 
with man’s moral accountable character, predes- 
tination both in purpose and act, leaves us in the 
Furidisturbed possession of our free agency. In 
regard to reprobation, Calvinists ancient and mo- 
dern, maintain that God is pleased according to 
the unsearchable counsel of his own will, to pass 
by those whom he has not chosen, and to ordain 
them to dishonor and wrath for their. sin, to the 

raise of his glorious justice. If then God passes 
by those who perish in unbelief—leaves them to 
their own chosen way, and ordains them to wrath 
for their sin, he does in no wise hinder their sal- 
vation. Predestination leaves all'men free agents. 
So far as this doctrine is concerned, therefore, all 
may repent and be saved, if they will. God is 
not pleased to bring them all to repentance, but 
he commands all to repent and be saved, and hin- 
ders none. If you admit, then, that the sinner is 
a free agent, he may, and ought to believe, and 
be saved. The fact that he is not elected to sal- 
vation, if it is a fact, does not prevent the free ex- 
Lercise of his moral faculties. Let him believe in 
Christ, and claim the promise. Whosoever will 
lethimcome. Ifyousay thatsinners are of them- 
selves unable to obey the gospel and live, you ad- 
mit the doctrine of election—that God brings io 
repentance all who are saved, and leaves the rest 
in their sing. 

But in what sense do Calvinists maintain that 
ptennation and reprobation are unconditional ? 
t is often said that they hold that the elect will 
be saved ‘do what they may, and the non-elect 
must perish do what they may in order to obtain 
salvation. ‘The articles just considered sufficient- 
ly contradict this slanderous report. God hath 
chosen the predestinated unto life, before the 
foundation of the world, out of his mere free 
grace and love without any foresight of faith or 
good works, or perseverance in them, or any 
other thing in the ereatu:e as conditions, or causes 
moving him thereunto. God could not foresee 
any such causes or conditions, moving him to 
choose some and not others, because he foresaw 
that none would come to Christ unless drawn of 
the Father. So far election is unconditional, that 
Lis,.ainners were chosen in Christ before the world 
was, “according to the grace and purpose of 

od,” and “ not according to their works,” not in 
view of any ground of their being chosen in pre- 
ference to others. 

But predestination is conditional, so far as re- 
spects the necessity of repentance and faith as a 
means of salvation. God has chosen none with- 
out regard to their belief, for he has chosen us, 
says Paul, (Eph. i. 4,) that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love. Again, (ii. 
10,) We are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. To this 
extent we affirm that predestination unto life is 
conditional, that is, the purpose cannot be execu- 
ted without voluntary —— and faith on the 
part of the chosen. They are chosen through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 
But, then, Calvinists maintain, and so does the 
Bible, that this ntance and faith is the effect, 
not the cause of their election. Whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conform- 
ed to the image of his son. (Rom. viii. 29.) Ac- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: having 
predestinated ‘us unto the adoption of children, by 
Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will. (Eph. i. 4, 5.) 

The Synod of Dort, we repeat again, introdu- 
ced election to account for one sinner’s believing, 
and being saved rather than another, and this, 
say they, is the connection the doctrine holds in 
scripture. We positively affirm that they are 
right—that God maketh sinners to differ from one 
another, and the fact can be accounted for in no 
other way. With regard to predestination to 
death, they say God decreed to punish those who 
are punished on account of their sins. And if 
you ask why some are punished rather than others, 
equally guilty, they reply, there is no other reason 
but that given by the Savior when it pleased the 
Father to hide the things of salvation from the 
wise and prudent and reveal them unto babes, so 
it seemed good in thy sight. The Calvinistic doc- 
trine of reprobation, then, is simply this: God 
decreed from the foundation of the world to pu- 
nish for their sins all whom he purposed to leave 
to their own chosen way. ‘They are punished 

for their sins, and for nothing else. Jude says, 
the ungodly men “ were before of old ordained to 
this condemnation”—ordained as a consequence 
of their foreseen and voluntary and irreclaimable 
wickedness. The Bible aches no other repro- 
bation. We acknowledge no other. Yet we 
cannot admit on the same ground that the saints 
were chosen in consequence of their foreseen re- 
pentance and faith, because all are naturally in- 
clined to evil, and none will come to Christ, till 
the stony heart is subdued by sovereign grace. 
But says our respondent, “ we are willing to al- 
low that we dissent from the Calvinistic view of 
the divine sovereignty ; for we no more believe 
that this sovereignty is exerted in unalterably 
fixing the salvation and damnation of all mankind, 
without any respect to their belief or unbelief, 
than we do in the divine inspiration of the Alco- 
ran.” It is sufficient in reply, to say, that this 1s 
no Calvinistic view of the divine sovereignty, an 
contention upon this ground we shall leave to 
those who are willing to beat the air. 

We beg leave now to ask a few questions con- 
cerning conditional election, from whichthe Edi- 
tor of the Advocate will not dissent. ‘The mean- 
ing of this kind of election is ascertained from ‘the 
followin aatcape ee ed ‘ doctrines ofthe Me- 

i 1 Church. 
ion he foundation of the world, fore- 
‘knew all men’s believing or not believing. And 
according to this his fore knowledge, he chose or 
elected all obedient believers as such, to salvation, 
and refused or reprobated unbelievers as such to 
damnation. ‘Thus the scripture teaches us to 
consider election and reprobation according to 


thodist 
“ God 
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gospel for them! 


- 
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many nations,’ although not so i 
.calleth Christ ‘ the Lieb dein Roce the uate, 
tion of the world,’ though not slain till he was a 
man in the flesh. Even so he calleth men ‘elect- 
ed from the foundation of the world. th, not 
elected till they were men in the flesh. et is it . 
all so before God who knowing ali things from 
eternity, ‘calleth things that are not as though 
they were.’” ‘ 
Not elected till they were men in the flesk! 
This besides a gratuitous assumption of the thing 
in question, is a daring contradiction of numerous 
express passages. hat is the truth respecting 
Abraham and Christ in the passages quoted? It 
was the “determinate counsel” of God from eter- 
nity that Christ should be slain. This purpose 
was accomplished in time. So of the father of 
many nations. And in the same manner from 
eternity God determined to save all whom he 
promised his Son for “the travail of his soul,” 
which purpose also is executed in time. These 
are so far parallel cases. But if by the articles 
quoted, it is intended that God merely foreknew 
the death of Christ, and the fact that Abraham: 
was to become the father of many nations, and 
merely foreknew who would, and who would not 
believe in his Son, these doctrines are grossly 
anti-scriptural. One elause, however, seent$ cau- 
tiously to intimate that God from the foundation 
of the world,«lid according to his fore knowledge, 
choose or elect believers as such, &c. But if this 
is the fheaning, it is contradicted by the passa 
which says that they were not ‘elected till they 
were men in the flesh. This latter doctrine,“ cho- 
sen in time” I suppose to be the prevailing one; 
but admitting conditional election to mean that 
God forseeing from the foundation of the world, 
the conduct of men in time, elected all obedient 
believers as such to salvation, and refused or rep- 
robated unbelievers as such to damnation, still 
insuperable obstacles forbid our assent to it. We 
dare not say with Adam Clark on the strength of 
this conditional predestination: “Ride on, and 
be thou prosperous O Christ! we wish thee good 
Luck with thine honor.” Calvinists object to 
“aa election upon faith or good works foreseen, 
as being not that of the scriptures: for that elec- 
tion is there made the cause of faith and holiness, 
and cannot for this reason be the effect of them.” 
This is a momentous objection. Conditional 
election, as set forth in the Methodist Discipline 
is opposed to the plain meaning of the scriptures, 
which assert repeatedly that God saveth us and 
calleth us with an holy calling, not according to 
our works, but according to his own purpose and 
grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world begari# But another objection remains. 
Such is the depravity of man that none will ever 
savingly believe in Christ, till they are convicted 
and converted by the Holy Spirit. This fact 
overthrows the doctrine that the sinner chooses 
Christ, and then Christ chooses him, or that God 
foresees that the sinner will in time be a believcr 
in Christ, and consequeitt upon this foreseen faith 
elects him to salvation. This is so much gross 
error. ‘ Yehave not chosen me, butI have cho- 
sen you. Unto you is given, to believe on him,” 
(Phil. i. 29.) And how does the doctrine hold 
in relation to Paul’s conversion, and thousands 
of other conversions? I do not forget that it is 
maintained, to relieve this difficulty, that grace 
is given to all making them capable of believing, 
putting them alike into a “salvable state,” and 
they make themselves to differ. But there is no 
Bible for this. Paul applies the prophet’s awful 
description of sinners under the law, to sinners 
under the gospel. And -we do not see in their 
character any essential difference. We see no 
proof in scripture or in facts that unregenerate 
méni are improved by grace~accordiig 1 the 
baseless Arminian theory. We should like much 
to see conditional election reconciled with the Bi- 
ble, moral philosophy, or facts. ‘Whoever under- 
takes it, to borrow the language of the Advocate, 
“Jet him turn to-the right or left, if we are not 
greatly mistaken, he falls into the pit of his own 
digging.” 
We come now to what the writer says in re- 
gard to “some of the misstatements of the Evan- 
gelist respecting our doctrinal views.” 


1. “Itsays that it disagrees with usin its ‘ views 
of the divine law, and the extent of its require- 
ments.’ This may be true for ought we know, 
though we do not doubt but that the writer in- 
tended to make his readers believe that our views 
were [are] anti-scriptural. We believe that the 
law of God which requires his moral intelligent 
creatures to love God with all their hearts, is unt- 
versally binding, in all its extent, beeause it is 
founded in the immutable nature and fitness of 
things, or in the relations subsisting among Go@’s 
rational creatures. See Mr. Wesley’s sermon on 
the law. Ifthis writer differs from this view of 
the divine law and its requirements, we should 
like to know in what respeets. Is it partial in its 
requirements? Are the elect at liberty to violate 
it with impunity? Or must the reprobate bear 
its awful penalty because there never was any 
2” Without stopping to notice 
the insinuations in this paragraph, I observe, 
that if the writer truly believes that God requires 
his intelligent creatures to love him with all their 
hearts, and his law is universally binding in all its 
extent, I do not differ from him.* But how does 
his belief agree with the Discipline? I refer to 
the edition of 1812, not having the 25 articles. 
He has intimated once I knowg that the present 
standard doctrines are different, but he does not 
say explicitly that there is any essential variation. 
If he maintains that there is, and points it out, I 
will allow the difference, and retract my error in 
quoting from the discarded edition. 

The above named Discipline, speaking of the 
fall of Adam, and of the law under which he was 
originally placed, says: “No man is able to 
perform the service which the Adamic law re- 
quires. And no man is obliged to perform it. 
God does not require it of any man. For Christ 
is the end of the Adamic, as well as of the Mosaic 
law. Byvhis death he put an end to both. He 
hath abolished both the one and the other with 
regard to man; and the obligation to observe 
either the one or the other is banished away. 
Nor is any man living bound to observe the Adam- 
ic more than the Mosaic law,” p. 120. as 

As if startled by such unseriptural declarations 
which are attributed to Wesley, a subjoined note 
says, “I mean, it is not the condition of present 
or future salvation. In th¢ room of this, Christ 
hath established another, viz. the law of faith.’ 
If this note was designed to subvert the article, it 
should take its place, and the article should be 
expunged. But standing in direct opposition, 
the note goes for nothing, because the standing 
doctrine is contained in the article. - 

Now we totally dissent from such a view, or 
rather obligation of the immutable law of Jeho- 
vah. Christ redeemed the believer from its curse, 
but released none from its obligations. It is per- 
petually binding asa rule of duty, althogah “by 
the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justi- 
fied in hissight.” But—* Do we then make void 
the law through faith? God forbid; yea, we es- 
tablish the law.” “ By the lawis the knowledge 
of sin.” The law “is our schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ.’ We say with Dr. Smalley, “The 
notion of a fallen law for fallen men, must cer- 
tainly be, not from the Savior, but from the ad- 
versary of souls. It is one of the most capital de- 
vices of the god of this guy & hp was ‘s mur- 

the beginning. ong as he can 
so of ge believe not, with 


blind the mi at , 
be oe ae of such a divine law, he is sure 


of their souls. ‘They will never be converted. 


ing The light of the glorious gospel ef Christ, who is 


the latter, as it was among its members 
and teachers and scholars have 
the converts are 


the fore knowledge of God, ftom the foundation 


cious character of our prayers. Therefore our of the world.—God 


that the them to act as freely, and to be 
arguments must be grounded in truth, and be ac-. 
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us, he differs widely Wesley “and his 
padjutors. 

"@." He denies that Methodists believe {hat 
* Christ has removed frem all original sin,” and 
refers to thie article “ on original or birth sin,” for 
proof to the contrary. : = 

I say in reply, that all Methodists with whom 
I have conversed, bave invariably told me that 
they believed in the removal of original sin by 
Christ as I have stated it. They say of infants 
dying, they have no original sin. But what I 
mean is contained in the doctrine of common 
grace given-to all, and the “ salvable state.” By 
this is intended, as I mnerenene bya rapa 
are able through the gospel to work ou ir 0 
salvation of themselves. “1 grant a, re 

‘reason of inal sin, we are utterly disa 

z =~ of the condition, i. e. repent- 
ance, without new grace from God. ,But I say, 
then, that he gives such grace to a of us, by 
which the performance of the condition is truly 
possible, and upon this ground he doth and may 
most dakaouens require it.” (Dr. Stebbing on 
the operation of the Spirit, an ingenious Armi- 
nian writer.) Dr. Adam Clark agrees with this 
writer, and I suppose from his high reputation 
in his‘own denomination, that he speaks the true 
language of Methodism on this point. 

Had man been left just as he was when he 
fell from God, he in all probability, had been ut- 
terly unsalvable ; as he appears to have lost all his 
spiritual light and understanding, and even his 
moral feeling. As they were, that is, the first 

reats, so would have been all their posterity, 
had not some gracious-principle been supernatu- 
rally restored, to enlighten their minds, to give 
them some knowledge of good and evil—of right 
and wrong—of virtue and vice—and thus bring 
them into a salvable state. Now the gracious Me- 
diator is expressly said to be that “ true Light 
which lightens every man that cometh into the 
world.” John i. 9; and it is from this Light that 

we have conscience, for conscience is neither a 

ineiple of light nor a power of discernment ; but 

a subject, which is capable of receiving 
light, and transmitting it to the judgment, in or- 
der to enable it to form a proper estimate of the 
moral conduct of its owner. This light, Jesus 
as Mediator, has imparted to all men, in all ages, 
and in all countries. [Does he include the hea- 
then ?] It is this saving principle that has ever 
remonstrated against evil, showed man his trans- 
gressions, shone upon his guilt, and convinced 
him ef his own helplessness. pp. 77,78.” I ask 
if this light did not shine in darkness, and the 
darkness comprehended it not. What did it avail 
the unbelieving Jews ? What avails a lamp to the 
blind? But we protest against all this specula- 
tion. It is unsupported by scripture, and facts. 
The extracts, however, show that Methodists 
differ materially from us in their views of depra- 
vity, and of course im the greatness of the change 
produced by regeneration.” We, however,” 
says our writer, “ believe in * total depravity,’ 
that is, that man has nothing good in him by na- 
ture.” Is this all? a mere negative depravity ! But 
do you believe that “ the carnal mind [the mind of 
every unregenerate man] is enmity against God, 
pot subject to his law, neitherindeed ean be?” Do 
you believe in Paul’s description of human depra- 
vity? Have you “courage enough” openly to 
avow it? And dare you deny that the doctrine 
of Christian perfection is derived from such 
views of the divine law, and human depravity as 
are found in your standard writers, rather than 
from the Scriptures? To the law and the testi- 
mony : let every item of human belicfin the infi- 
nite concerns of salvation stand or fall by the 
sure word of prophecy. 

I conclude with a few extracts from Hibbard, 
showing that he has not been misquoted, and 
showing also that the endeavor to refute his inju- 
rious sayings, was justifiable, and important. 
While writing this article, 1 have carefully read 
the whole book. Ifind too much faith in dréams, 
and something like working miracles, as in the 
case of sister Rachel, and the old error of deciding 
duty by opening the Bible with the eyes shut.— 
-There is much interesting and excellent matter 
inferspersed with objectionable things, but the 
author is strongly prejudiced against Calvinists 
a tionalists, as we shall see. In his 
early years, during the Revolutionary war, he 
says, that Calvinists so explained their doctrines 
to him, that he was led intothe following tempta- 
tion, which beset him for a long time.. When he 
attempted to pray, the impression came with 

ater and greater force, “ tf you are elected to 

e saved, you will be saved, and uf you are repro- 
bated, to be damned, will be ned, and why 
need you pray?” ‘This temptation arises from 
the abuse or ignorance of Calvinism, and if its 

professed advocates threw the temptation in his 
way, they were.worthy of blame. But the author 
should not have sent into the world the followin 

e things, as holding true of the Congregational an 

galvinistic faith, in 1825.— To smooth a life of 

» and make it consistent with Christianity, 

seemed to me at times, to be the ultimate design 

of the Calvinists and Universalists, in denying 
perfection and moral agency ; and for this reason 
also they deny conditional election.” (p. $44)— 

“ Universalism has grown out of Calvinism, and 

38 quite an improvement of that doctrine,inasmuch 

asit dashes out reprobatidn altogether, and al- 
lows the Aimighty to decree the eternal happiness 
ofall his creatures, devils and all; and to make it 
easy for them ; there is nothing for them to do as 
a condition of their salvation.” (p. $51.) “ Calvi- 
msm in New:England, as displayed by Congre- 
gationalists and Hopkinsian Baptists, was to my 
mind like Pandora’s box, full ofall manner of evils, 
with hope at the bottom. _— preached a little 
of every thing, @ood, bad and indifferent; but 

their motives, I believed, were good.” (p. 353.) 

What follows, relates to the change of preaching 

Methodist doctrines.. “ ‘The Calvinists in Néw 

England, or more properly Hopkinsians or Con- 

gregationulists, or Presbyterians, (for they seem 
to be each and every one of these, so if one name 
won't do, they can have two, or three, or four) 
sometimes preach like the Methodists, and some 
good has been done while they continued it with- 

-out contradicting themselves.” (p. $49.) “ A lit- 
tle pee fraud in preaching up the doctrines of 
the Methodists, when they wanted to_proselyte 
or share a part ofthe benefit of a revival of reli. 
gion among the Methodists was no sin; or rather 
their consciences told them that it was no harm 
to claim and publish a revival of religion as the 
fruit of theirown labors, when it was manifestly 
through the labors of others.” (p.$53.) Dialogue 
p- $61. Presbyterian.— But how can this doc- 
trine of divine sovereignty be an error, when it 
has been the means of the conversion of so many 
thousand souls?” Methodist—* O Sir, Ido not 
doubt but you think your doctrine has been the 
means of the conversion of some souls; but I don’t 
think it ever was the means of the conversion of 
one soul; but rather it has been the means of the 
perversion of thousands.” Pres. “Oh!” Meth. 

Don’t mistake me, Sir! Ido not mean that mi- 

nisters of the tional order, were never 

the means of the cohversion of some souls, .f be- 
lieve they have been, but no thanks to your doc- 
trine for it. I believe you have been ihe means 
free grace, and that Christ died fur 
pete ethos 

uke & ist, an say yo 
like & Methodist, and they like you a. 
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For the Now York Evangelist, 
GN PREACHING THE WHOLE TRUTH. 

_ Wf the preacher of the well ; 
on the doctrine of divi © rod veges f 
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t exhibiting its Sencar ie 
doctrine of human agency, he will give his hear- 
ers a partial and distorted view of the truth. 
They will probably resolve divine sovereignty 
into fatalism. Usgger this perverted view of truth, 
under the covert of ortiiodoxy, falsely so called, 


apd in revival of region if he dwal| ge 





they will shelter themselves from the arrows of 
conviction and the forebodings of retribution! 
Doubtless many godly ministers have so exhibit- 
ed this doctrine that, while they comforted them- 
selves that they were valient for the truth, they 
have lulled to sleep the consciences both of the 
church and world. By such exhibitions of truth, 
Christians have felt themselves warranted in say- 
ing, “we must wait God’s time to be revived ;” 


and sinners, that they must wait God’s time to 
be converted. Let the sinner be taught that he 
is dependent on God in regeneration, and the 
Christian, that he is dependent on God in the 
growth of his graces; but let both be clearly 
taught that in the whole work of salvation, they 
are to act voluntarily under God’s Word and 
Spirit. - Ba.ance. 
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For the New York Evangelist. 
HINTS TO A MINISTER IN A REVIVAL. 


No. V. 
Enter more fully into the work. 


In reply to your remarks, dear brother, I ob- 
serve, that your present situation is peculiarly 
critical and responsible. Ifother churches around 
you, are more deeply interested in the revival, 
than your own church ; if the most zealous and 
active members of your church, are leaving their 
own meetings, and flocking to those places, where 
there is the most evident display of God’s power 
and grace ; if they appear in a measure censori- 
ous towards those members who have not enter- 
ed into the revival, and towards thejr minister, 
too, you certainly need much of that wisdom 
which is from above, and which is profitable to 
direct. ‘There are several ways in which you 
might exert an influence over your people, in 
some measure, controlling. It is very probable, 
that you might speak, with so much decided dis- 
approbation of the course which these quickened 
members of your church are pursuing, that they 
would be put down. Probably the body of your 
church would back you upin this. But I should 
fear that Christ would frown, and that those 
members of your church would be grieved, who 
help you most, by their prayers, though they are 
now the occasion of your distress; and that your 
Church would be left in a cold and barren state, 
and sinners around, unconverted, press irrecove- 
rably on in the road to death. 

ou might go to these individual members and 
tell them that you are grieved to have them leave 
their pastor, and thus weaken your hands and 
dishearten your spirit. In this way you might 
check them. But still, the probability is, that, 
though you might retain your place in their kind 
affections, you would in a great measure destroy 
their confidence in you, as a disinterested and 
faithful minister of Christ. ‘These members may 
now err in some respects, but you know that you 
have justlywonsidered them as the salt of the 
earth. Be careful not to grieve them. If they 
do not hold up your hands, by affectionate prayer 
and faithful co-operation, who will? Again, you 
might, by request, have some brother in the mi- 
nistry preach to them, and hint to them that they 
ought to build on their own part of the»wall,— 
ought to stay at home, and awaken, and encou- 
rage the sleeping, and drooping members of their 
own church. By this means they may be kept 
at their own meeting for fear you will be grieved, 
but you will retain them, only by constant and 
ruinous expenditures o. your influence over them 
as.a Minister, and of the good opinion which they 
have cherished towards you. ‘There is one, and 
only one remedy. This remedy is simple and 
safe. If you try it, you will find it satisfactory to 
seg | to these members of your church, and I 
ave no doubt to the great head of the Chiirch 
also. It is this, in your prayers, conversation, 
and preaching, enter fully into the work! Do 
this, and you will retain these ardent members 
within their own fold! Nezlect this, and they 
may stray. Frater. 


For the New York Evangelist. 


REPLY TO SENEX ON THE SUBJECT OF MINISTERIAL 
FIDELITY. 


Mr. Editor—As your correspondent, Senex, ap- 
pears to have misapprehended the object of a com- 
munication not long since forwarded by me, and 
published in the Evangelist, I deem it a duty, by 
your permission, to,submit the following observa- 
tions:—The article of Senex, to which I allude, 
is headed, “ Ministerial success, a proof of piety, 
wisdom, and apostleship.” After attempting to 
prove this position, he remarks, “it seems to me 
presumptuous and dangerous, to assume the 
ground that unsuccessful ministers are as faithful 
as successful ministers, yet this is a ground which 
one of yourcorrespondents assumed not long ago.” 
The ground which I assumed in the communica- 
tion to which he alludes, as may be seen by re- 
ferring to that communication in the 42d number 
of the Evangelist, was this: “ There is no ques- 
tion in my mind, that, in general, those ministers 
of the gospel who are the most faithful and devo- 
ted to their work, are the most useful, and that 
those who possess an opposite character, cannot 
redsonably expect the blessing of God to attend 
their labors: but that the fidelity of a minister 
may, tn all cases, be accurately measured by the 
number of individuals saved through his instru- 
mentality, suggests the following difficulties.”— 
Now, what is the ground here assumed? ‘hat 
unsuccessful ministers are as faithful as successful 
ones! ‘No. It is asserted that, asa general rule, 
unfaithful ministers are unsuccessful, and faithful 
ministers successtul ; while, at the same time, it 
is contended that there are exceptions to this ge- 
neral rule. Why did not Senex, instead of ma- 
king me assume a position which I never assumed, 
and endeavoring to refute that, attack the position 
which I did assume, and if untenable, make it ap- 
pear so? 

He also uses the following language, which ap- 
pears to me to infringe upon the great duty of 
charity : “ We are sometimes told, ina very con- 
fident manner, that God makes use of wicked 
men to promote revivals of religion, and this is 
said with a design to sink successful ministers, and 
to raise unsuccessful ministers, in the estimation of 
mankind.” Will Senex inform me, by what means 
he is enabled tosearch the heart? Ido not doubt 
his good imtentions in all he has said respect- 
ing my communication ; but from his decision in 
regard to my motives, he must allow me to ap- 
et a higher tribunal. 
far h - these remarks, I proceed to consider how 
ar he has successfully assailed the positions which 
I endeavored to establish in my former communi- 
cation. That position was expressed in the fol- 
lowing words : “ the fidelity of a minister of the 
gospel, cannot, in all cases, be accurately measured 
by the- number of individuals saved through. his 
instrumentality.” In proof of this statement it 
was shown, 1. That God sometimes employs 
unworthy instruments to accomplish benevolent 
purposes. Senex admits, that he does this indi- 
rectly, but denies that he even, in any instance, 
does it directly. But he assigns no reason, why 
he may not do it, in the one case as well as the 
other. Does not God act according to his plea- 
sure in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth? Should we limit the Ho- 
ly One, in the mode of his moral administration, 
in any case, except where we have the clearest 
evidence that he has limited himself? Ifhe could 
employ a Baalam to utter prophecies, and a Judas 
to cast out devils, why may he not, in some cases, 
employ an unworthy minister to save souls ? His 
general procedure is pr A holy men to be 
ag aeser ach les ; but he sometimes sees fit 
|to deviate from this arrangement. It is also his 


neral procedure to employ holy men to be suc- 

cessful instruments in the salvation of'souls, and 
the arguments adduced by Senex to prove that 

he never deviates from this arrangement, how- 

ever satisfactory they may be to him, have failed 

to convince me. hat important difference is 

there between these two cases? If there he any, 

let it be shown. The inspired declaration, He 

that winneth souls is wise, does not, in my view, 

aftswer the purpose for which it was d. He 

that refraineth his lips is wise. He tii@hearken- 

eth unto counsel is wise. Whoso keepeth the law 
isa wise son. He that asketh recejveth. . He that 

believeth shall be saved. But is there no possibility 

of refraining ones lips, or hearkening unto coun- 

sel, or keeping the law, or asking, or believing 

with such motives, and in such a manner,as to 

fall short of the character described, and the pro- 
mises given in these passages? There es- 
tion, that he that keepeth the law, not from such 

motives as the young man who came to our Savior 

kept it, but from evangelical motives, is wise in 

the best sense of the term. Nor is there any ques- 
tion that he that winneth souls fram the same mo- 
tives, possesses the same character. But in each 

of these cases, for aught that can be seen to the 
contrary, it is taken for granted, that the proper 
motives, aud of course the character connected 
with the performance of the duty spoken of, may 
be wanting. As the passage quoted from Daniel 
is of similar construction, and susceptible of the 
same explanation, I shall pass overit without far- 
ther notice. Nor does Paul’s declaration that the 
Corinthians were the seal of his Apostleship esta- 
blish the views of Senex. ‘The word Apostle,as 
applied to him, whatever may be the literal mean- 
ing of the term, can mean no less than an inspired 
ambassador of Christ. The Corinthians had not 
only heard his preaching, but witnessed his mira- 
cles, and both of these means undoubtedly had an 
influence in accomplishing their conviction, con- 
version, and sanctification. To su e other- 
wise, would be to suppose one of these means su» 
perfluous. Unless, therefore, the ministers of 
Christ, can now claim to be apostles in the same 
sense in which Paul was, his declaration concern- 
ing the Corinthians, will not prove the position 
for which it was alledged. But even were it 
granted that unworthy ministers are never direct- 
ly instrumental in the salvation of souls, it would 
not follow, that the success of ministers, is, in all 
cases, the measure of their fidelity. It mightstill 
be true, that worthy ministers. sometimes meet 
with great success, and sometimes with little, and 
sometimes, for a season, with none at all, as was 
the case with the Apostles. And this, let it be 
remembered, was the very point which in my for- 
mer communication, I attempted to prove. My 
principal concern is with the main question at is- 
sue, and this I regard asestablished upon a foun- 
dation so solid, that it will not be shaken by de- 
priving it of either one argument or two. 


2. Another argument adduced to establish my 
ition was this: If the results of ministerial la- 
r do, in all cases, furnish an accurate standard 
of ministerial fidelity ; then, no endowments, ex- 
cept those of a moral nature, whether mental or 
corporal, original or superadded by education, 
can have any eflect whatever upon the results. of 
ministerial labor. As Senex has not noticed this 
argument, I wish once more to press it upon his 
attention. [tis a matter of great importance to 
the christian public to know whether, in selecting 
candidates for the ministry, they are té have any 
regard to natural talents, and whether all our 
theological seminaries, and other means of reli- 
gious education, are worse than useless. 


8. It was also stated, that if the position 
which I impugned be true, it would necessarily 
follow, that the same amount of labor performed 
with the same fidelity by a single cultivator, 
would produce the same increase in any part of the 
moral vineyard, whether there were great and 
numerous obstacles to surmount or not. 

Senex, instead of attempting to refute this ar- 
gument, says, “ be it so,” thus virtually admitting 
its full force. But as if unwilling to concede the 
truth of the main question at issue, he resorts to 
another subject, and asserts that a minister, who 
meets with so many difficulties in one place, must 
go to another. Why go to another? If the faith- 
fulness of a minister be the only thing requisite 
to success, as it undoubtedly must be if want of 
success, is, in all cases, a proof that he is unfaith- 
ful, then he can meet with no difficulties. If the 
field of his labor is in a state of moral desolation, 
and all the guilt of this ruinous state of things 
rests upon him, by all means let him stay where 
he is, and repent and discharge his duty ; for no 
place needs him more. In regard to the advice 
of Senex, though it has no bearing upon the ques- 
tion at issue, I would ask, how long must a minis- 
ter be in any place, without witnessing signal suc- 
cess? Must he continue a week, a month, or a 
year, or two years, or longer still? Must he preach 
one sermon, or two, or twenty? Must he be satis- 
fied to remain with the prospect of converting on- 
ly five or six, or twenty, or a hundred, or a thou- 
sand souls? As this is a subject of great practical 
importance, some explicit instructions sanctioned 
by divine authority, are greatly needed. 

4. As Senex has not noticed. my fourth argu- 
ment, derived from the consideration that the 
adoption of the position in question, amounts toa 
virtual condemnation of patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles, it is again submitted to his candid exa- 
mination. . 

Does he believe that our most faithful ministers 
at the present day are far more faithful than Noah, 
Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and multitudes 
of others which might be named? Were the 
Apostles unfaithful, when after having been ar- 
raigned before the Jewish Sanhedrim, and boldly 
through Peter, warned their persecutors, and 
preached to them the gospel, the Jewish rulers, 
instead of being converted, were “ cut to the 
heart, and took counsel to slay them.” Was Ste- 
phen unfaithful, when the Jews, instead of being 
converted by his sermon, “ hed on him with 
their teeth, and stoned him?” Was Paul unfaith- 
ful, when, after having addressed his hard heart- 
ed countrymen, and endeavored to bring them 
to Christ, he heard them cry out in a rage, “Away 
with such a fellow from the earth ; for tt 1s not fit 
that he should live ?” Paul ventured to make to 
the elders of Ephesus the following appeal :— 
“ Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I 

— Sfrom the blood of all men.” ho can 
doubt the truth of this solemn declaration ! 

The attempt of Senex to refute the argument 
derived from the example of Christ, is, in my view 
unsuccess{ul. That the Son of God was partially 
disqualified for the office of a preacher, in conse- 
quence of the other mediatorial duties which he 
discharged, is not conceded. He filled every of- 
fice with which he was invested, in the best. pos- 
sible manner. -Nor had he a smaller measure of 
the influences of the Spirit, than his imperfect suc- 
cessors. The Spirit was poured out upon him 
without measure. The Spirit of the Lord God 
was upon him, because the Lord had anointed 
him to preach the Gospel to the poor. That the 
Spirit was not poured out upon his hearers s9 co- 
piously as upon those who heard qhe Apostles, is 
granted. But what does this prove? That a 
preacher himself may be full of the Spirit’s influ- 
ences, while his hearers, in some cases, are left 
to abuse the very best means.’ And this istheve- 
ry point which I attempted to prove. Thatsuch 
an event may take place far less frequently, un- 
der the present, than under the ancient dispensa- 
tion, isadmitted. But this is no proof that it ne- 
ver takes place at all. ‘The apostles, in many in- 
stances, met with the same success in their preach- 
ing which had attended their master. Weknow 
that more copious effusions may be expected un- 
der the present dispensation, but we also know, 
that the method of the divine administration is the 
same in every age of the world. And if the very 
best means under one dispensation might be at- 
tended, to a very great extent, with little or no 
Success, it furnishes a strong presumption, that 
such may be the case, to a less extent, under a dis- 

greater measures of divine influence. 
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sal of God? And does not God still reserve to 
himself the same right to make a distinction’ be- 
tween the resultsof a given amount of faithful la- 
bor performed in his serviee? If he does not, let 
it be fairly shown. Is it not enough for us to 
know, that God hgs engaged to bless in a greater 
or less degree, thé faithful labors of his ministers, 
and that, in general, those who are the most faith- 
ful will meet with the greatest success? 

Without recapitulating the remainder of my 
former arguments, which have not as yet been 
assailed, I shall refer as briefly as possible to that 
law and testimony to which Senex makes his ap- 
peal. John iv. 38—“I sent ye to reap that where- 
on ye bestowed no labor: other men labored, and 
ye are entered into their labors.” Does not this 
passage show, that a minister’s success may, in 
some instances, depend more upon the faithful la- 
bors of his predecessors, than his own? Jeremiah 
xv. 4—‘ And the Lord hath sent unto you all his 
servants, the prophets, rising early and sending 
them ; but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined 
your ear to hear?” Who were unfaithful in this 
case, the prophets or the people? But God, it may 
be said, has promised, under the present dispen- 
sation, to make his word effectual. So he did un- 
der the former dispensation. He declared, then, 
that it should not return to him void ; but prosper 
in the thing whereto he sent it. The only wa 
in which we can reconcile these promises wit 
facts, under either dispensation, is, to understand 
them ina general sense. Matt. xi. 21—‘* Wo 
unto thee, Chorazin! wo unto thee, Bethsaida ! for 
if the mighty works which were done in you, had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” ‘This 
passage conveys the idea, that the very same 
means, employed with the same fidelity, will, in 
one place, result in the salvation of souls, and, in 
another, in their destruction. 2 Cor. xv. 16, “ For 
we are unto Goda sweet savor of Christ in them 
that are saved, and in them that perish.» The 
inference is, that ministers may act with the same 
fidelity towards those who perish as towards 
those who are saved, otherwise they could not 
be toGod a sweet savor in them that perish. Nor 
is it left to the decision of a minister, how many, 
or in what circumstances, sinners shall perish by 
perverting his faithful instructions. Phil. i. 15— 
18, ‘“ Some indeed preach Christ even of envy 
and strife ; and some also of good will. The one 
preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, sup 
sing to add affliction to my bonds; but the other 
of love, knowing that I am set fur the defence of 
the Gospel. iat then? notwithstanding, every 
way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is 
preached ; and I therein do rejoice, yea and I will 
rejoice.” God may bless the preaching of the 
gospel, though preached from unworthy motives, 
is the plain inference from this passage. Paul 
gould not have rejoiced at such preaching, had 
he been convinced that it had no tendency to 
save souls, Crispus. 
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For the New York Evangelist. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 
NO. V. 


There is heavy responsibility on Christians who 
attend prayers meetings. This responsibility 
should be deeply felt. Instead of this, how much 
heedlessness is there; and how great the guilt 
contracted by this heedlessness! Will not Chris- 
tians be persuaded to think deliberately concern- 
ing this matter? Incalculable evil arises from 
want of deliberate thought. ‘“ My people will 
not consider,” is alledged by God as the ground of 
their unnatural rebellion. Let us consider a few 
things respecting prayer meetings. Suppose that 
a single prayer meeting is rendered less efficient 
than it otherwise would have been, in conse- 
quence of one member being in an unsuitable 
frame of mind and heart. Canany one calculate 
the amount of evil, that may hence result? § D- 
pose such an one to have ledin prayer. Will 
there not be a greater amount of evil? Suppose 
that, in this way, a prayer meeting is rendered 
uninteresting or wearisome, so that some will not 
attend it, and others find it profitless? What 
estimate can be made of such a circumstance! 
Who ce tell its direct effect, who can count its 
remote consequences? fre these things enough 
considered ? * 

It is very important that a prayer meeting 
should not be wearisome. Such prayer meetings 
will be not merely uninviting, but repulsive ; and 
what is worse, in those who attend, it may de- 
stroy the spirit of prayer, and induce a habit of 
contented mockery ! 

All human instrumentality is governed by prin- 
ciples arising out of the constitution of our nature. 
It is not just nor scriptural reasoning to say of 
any service—this is for God; and however per- 
formed, with his blessing it will be fruitful, with- 
out his blessing it must be barren. It is true in- 
deed, that the blessing of God is all in all; every 
thing which it attends, must prosper; nothing, 
without it, can be, or come to, good; but we 
have no right to expect his blessing upon any 
thing injudiciously done. He requires the best ; 
and he will not accept that “ wherein is blemish 
or any evil favoredness.” He has said to his 
people, “Tn all things that I have said unto you, 

e circumspect.” ‘ Behold Isend an angel before 
thee to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 
into the place which I have prepared. Beware 
of him, and obey his voice ; provoke him not: for 
he will not pardon your transgressions: FoR MY 
NAME ISIN HIM.” ‘The service of God requires 
the best exercise of all our faculties. Is he not 
worthy of this? Oh, that we could realise his in- 
finite condescension in accepting any service we 
can render; Oh, that we could realise the infinite 
unworthiness of our holiest things; we should 
then be circumspect ; then we should indeed be- 
ware how we mocked our Maker. If any thing 
should call forth our best efforts, it is God’s ser- 
vice. Isay, God’s service, not to display ourselves, 
but to be useful, te do good, to serve God. Here 
we need the caution, be circumspect! beware ! 
We have no idea how wicked our hearts are, or 
how much they deceive us. Our Savior tells us, 
that souls go to judgment under this deception, 
and with the question in their mouths, “ have we 
not prophesied in thy name,” receive the awful 
answer, “I never knew you.” In relation to the 
subject now before us, how many seek their own 
gratification, and for their own gratification hin- 
der the service of God! We love to display 
ourselves. Let no one think himself safe on this 
point. Without continual prayer, watching and 
precaution, all will incur great guilt, and expose 
themselves to great danger in this very matter. 
We all over rate ourselves. Let us use great di- 
ligence, in watching and in prayer, to learn our 
true duty and perform it, so as to be useful, and 
to avoid all self-seeking. 

A prapes-mnectine should be conducted with 
spirit. A dull and heavy mode of conducting a 
meeting will make it dull and heavy. The per- 
son conducting the meeting, should be prepared. 
No time should be lost in turning over leaves. A 
passage of scripture, short, and selected for point 
and impressiveness, should be read ; and few ver- 
ses, not exceeding two or three generally at one 
time, selected in like manner, should be sung. 
Any remarks should be pertinent and brief. On 
this point every one should examine himself care- 
fully and unsparingly ; for we do not tell to each 
other our faults; and we shall not, without 
pains-taking and impartiality, suspect our own 
faults. A prayer meeting should be confined 
carefully within its limited time. It is far better 
that people leave a meeting, remarking that it 
has broken too soon, than that it has been held 
too long. Incase different members of a meeting 
conduct it in turns, the member should be named 
at the preceding meeting, that he may be present 
and edapesed. Variety may thus be given. These 
are small matters; butsmall things do not always 





produce small consequences, 
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But I am confident, that the greatest hindrance 
to the usefulness of prayer meetings, as well as 
one of the greatest impairers of the power of all 
prayer as a means of grace, is the length of pray- 
ers. ~The nature and degree of “this evil, if we 
would look at it, would make us shudder. A te- 
dious prayer'will assuredly gestroy the spirit of 
prayer, and excite a bad spirit in its place. How 
wicked, hotv awfully wicked is such a spirit in the 
very act of prayer! How great is his sin who 
excites it! Read what is recorded of a like sin; 
a sin arising, it is true, from conduct externally 
more culpable, but still of the same nature ; 
“ Wherefore the sin of the young men was very 
great before the Lord ; for men abhorred the of- 
fering of the Lord.” I need not say, that when 
a tedious prayer excites a bad spirit, men do in 
fact abhor the offering of the Lord. Without 
great watchfulness, care, and self-denial, a person 
will make a tedious prayer. People when talking, 
are not aware how time passes. They are gra- 
tified themselves, while wearing out the patience 
of all around them. This same difficulty insinu- 
ates itselfinto prayer. You will hear those, who 
are remarkable for the tediousness of their pray- 
ers, complain of the long prayers of others. ‘This 
proves a want of watchtulness; that they are 
sinning grievously without being aware of it. 
‘This is a solemn subject ; and to those who look 
to prayer as man’s great means of power with 
God, this view of it presents humbling, but prac- 
tical and momentous considerations. 

A Layman. 


For the New York Evangelist. 
PRAYER FOR REVIVALS IN CITIES.—NO. III. 


Christians ! you are —- to pray for Philadel- 
ia. . 

This is the second city in our Union, in point 
of population. There are many praying souls 
in it. An interesting state of religious feel- 
ing has prevailed there for some time. Several 
of the churches are enjoying a partial revival, and 
have already received small accessions. Sixteen 
Presbyterian Ministers have associated together 
to promote each other’s fidelity and usefulness. 
How much they need _an extensive revival! Such 
a revival there, would add immensely to the use- 
fulness of the churches, to the spread of Christ’s 
kingdom over the world. It would.save thou- 
sands from hell! If they are not converted soon, 
they will inherit everlasting burnings! Chris- 
tians! do you feel an interest for the soul that ne- 
ver dies? Awake! turn your face to this great 
City. Think of the infinite value of a revival in 
Philadelphia! This City revived, would send 
forth its healthful streams every where, and glad- 
den “ the city of God.” 

We have a duty to perform! Are you ready 
and willing to. do it? Oh what a stupendous en- 
terprize ot benevolence—the conversion of this 
City to God! Tellme, Christians, will you pray 
for this ? Trumpet. 

For the New York Evangelist. 

CAUTIONS TO CHRISTIANS IN A REVIVAL. 

NO. Vit. 


Do not encourage that anxious sinner to remain 
impenitent. 

n my last number I pointed out several ways 
rin which Christians might inadvertently do this. 
Pursuing the same subject I remark they may do 


t, 

5. 
time. 

It ig no uncommon thing for professed Chris- 
tians to tell the impenitent this. It is both un- 
scriptural and dangerous. The Bible, in the 
fullest and plainest possible manner, commands 
the sinner now to repent, believe, and give God his 
heart. Nothing can be more evident than the 
duty of immediate compliance with this command. 
Till the sinner does comply, he remains an enemy 
against God. He rebels against Heaven. The 
above direction implies that God commands the 
sinner to repent, sooner than he really wishes him 
2 epent. I[t thraws tho cinnor intw thio dilomma. 

1e repent now, God will be displeased, for his 

time is not yet. If the sinner does not repent 
now, God must be displeased, because his plain 
command is disobeyed. It implies moreover the 
monstrous absurdity that God prefers that the 
sinner should rebel rather than submit, disobey 
rather than become obedient! If a parent reason- 
ably commands his child to do a certain action 
immediately, what would he think, to hear the 
child reply? “Yl do it, father, when vour time 
comes, as soon as you are ready!” Would he 
not feel insulted? Is not God insulted when such 
views are cherished, and such instructions given? 
Sinners so love their sin, so hate to forsake it and 
turn to God, that they will very gladly wait, 
especially if those who are esteemed eminent for 
piety, teil them todo this. This direction op- 
poses the work of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is leading the sinner to feel the evil of his heart 
and life, the duty and practicability of immediate 
repentance, and the guilt and danger of delay. 
Such directions then oppose the — of God! 
Christians may prevent the sinner from coming 
to Christ, 
6. By setting aside the terms of the Gospel, 
and substituting their own. 
To accommodate their limited and erroneous 
viewsof election and divine Sovereifnty, théy have 
indulged the belief that the sinner cannot repent 
and turn to God. The Bible teaches that he will 
not. ‘They do not discriminate on this subject. 
They do not perceive the wide difference in the 
case, between a cannot and a will not. In order 
to guard the sinner against self-righteous efforts, 
and self-dependence, they tell him that he “ can- 
not repent, cannot turn and give God his heart, 
but that he can pray to God to enable him to do 
this.’ What utter absurdity! He cannot 
repent, but can pray—pray with a ‘rebellious 
heart, which refuses to repent, which is totally 
unwilling to repent, with this very spirit of volun- 
tary unyielding impenitence he can pray God to 
enable him to repent ! 
Many sinners have had their consciences qui- 
eted, their fears allayed and their repentance de- 
ferred if not prevented for ever, by such wrong 
advice. We should tell sinners to do now what 
God commands them to do now. If we suppose 
that there is any difficulty in the way it is a dif- 
ficulty arising not from God’s truth, but from our 

hilosophy (“falsely so called”) of that truth._— 

We should give them God’s di:ections, and by 
fervent prayer look to him to render them effect- 
ual by his spirit. When we set these directions 
aside, and substitute our own, we take the sin- 
ner’s part against God—we withhold the means 
that he would bless, and employ those which he 
cannot bless, the legitimate tendency of which is 
to prevent the sinner’s immediate reconciliation 
toGod! Ghristians may prevent the sinner from 
coming to Christ, 

7. By their exhibitions of false tenderness. 

Some are so fearful that the burdened sinner 
will despair and that he will be discouraged, that 
their constant effort is to keep him from being 
overburdened by sorrow. The sinner sees this. 
It prevents his deep conviction, makes him think 
he is not very wicked, and leads him not to trust 
in Christ, but to fly to these fostering friends for 
succor, and to soothe his anguished spirit by their 
kind, yet injudicious sympathies! “While he can 
trust to an earthly arm—while he can cherish the 
expectation of help from them, he will never so 
humble himself as to cast his guilty, helpless 
soul at the foot of the cross as a mere beggar for 
the unmerited grace of life. 

Christians may prevent the anxious sinner from 
coming to Christ, 

. By encouraging him to be satisfied without 
sufficient evidences of regeneration. 

Many professors of religion, through the wait 
of thorough experience themselves, partiality to 
their friends, false tenderness, undue reliance on 
their own bpeagele and efforts in behalf of the sin- 
ner, or a desire and pride to increase as fast as 
possible the number of converts, encourage the 


By telling him; “You must wait God’s 


» 





ject of regenerationysimply because har 
has taken place in his mind and a relief. of sonre 
kind has followed. They do this without inqui-_ 


the nature-of that change which he has sustain< 
ed, or of the subsequent relief. They address. 
him as a convert, and feel assured that he has an 
unfailing title to the treasures of heaven. By 
this he is confirmed in the opinion that he has 
been born again, and is prevented from coming’ 


rish, when God taketh away the soul! 


CONVERTS DEPARTMENT. 








For the New York Evangelist. 
LETTERS ON A PUBLIC PROFESSION OF RELIGION, 


Addressed to a Friend, who has long indulged a— 
secret hope.—LETTER Il. 

Dear Friend—The duty of all Christians to ~ 
make a profession of religion, with the leas: - 
sible delay, appears, to my mind, with overwiiite. 
ing evidence, from the following passages of serip- 
ture: “Ye are a chosen generation, a -royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that) 
ye should show forth the praises of him who hatha 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. — 
Ye know how we exhorted, and comforted, and 
charged, every one of you, as a father doth his 
children, that ve would walk worthy of God, who 


the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared to all men, teaching us that denying un- 
godliness, and worldly lusts, we should live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly, in this present world ; 
looking fgr that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, and our Savior, Je-" 
sus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. No man when he hath lighted a candle, 
covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a 
bed; but setteth it ona candlestick, that they, 
which enter in, may sce the light. Walk as chil- 
dren of light. Ye are the light of the world. A 
city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven,” Ist Peter ii. 9—1st Thess. ii. 11, 12— 
Titus ii. 11-14—Luke viii. 16—Eph. v. 8—Matt. 
v. 14-16. 

Let me seriously inquire whether you can even ~ 
expect to answer the description, which is here 
given, or perform the duties, which are here re- 
quired of the people of God, so long as you refuse 
to become a member of the visible church of 
Christ? Can those, who make no profession of 
religion, evince to the world, that they are a cho- 
sen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a peculiar people? Can they show forth the 
praises of him who hath loved them, and called 
them out of darkness into his marvellous light? 
Can they walk worthy ef God who hath called 
them unto his kingdom and-glory? Can they, in 
the most happy aad decisive manner, deny un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world? 
Can they walk as children of light; be the light 
of the world; appear like a city which is set on 
a hill, and cannot be hid; and let their light so 
shine around them, tat ‘others see their good 
works, and glorify God? Do they not rather 
resemble those who, when they have lighted a 
candle, cover it with a vessel, or put it under a 
bed, instead of putting it ona candlestick, that 
they which enter in may see thelight? And can 
it be safe to pursue a course, which materially 
interferes with that exhibition of the Christian 
character, which alone can furnish us with incon- 
testible evidence, that we are the children of God ? 
Are Christians a peculiar people, and do you re- 
fuse to perform that act, by which they 
visibly such; and yet hope that you are a Chris- 
tian? Are Christians like a city which is set on 
a hill, and cannot be hid; and do you by conceal- 


ing your hope from the world, refuse to become 
thus conspicuous, and yet hope that you-are a 


Christian? Is there no danger of being deceived 
by a hope indulged, under such circumstances ? 
Should not a hope that we are Christians be ac- 
companied by a uniform endeavor to obey the 


those declarations, which have just been made the 
subject of remark, and ask your own conscience 
whether they justify the course, which you are 
now pursuing. That you may no longer con- 
ceal your light from the world, is the earnest 
prayer of yours, &c. Crispus. 


EIDE SI SE SEE I a TS 


MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT. 





For the New York Evangelist. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN 
MISSIONS.—JVumber I. 


The Prudential Committee of the Board of Foreign 
Missions have not been unmindful of the duties incumbent 
on them, in the present state of the Treasury of the 
Board. Théy have made known the fact extensively, 
that the receipts of last year fell 20,000 dollars below what 
they were the year before ; and that, with diminished re- 
sources, it would not be possible to make advances in the 
work of filling the earth with the knowledge of the Lord. 
In their official publications, the claims of the missionaries 
who have gone forth from among us, and of the hundreds 
in the churches among the heathen gathered by those mis- 
sionaries, and of the th ds in their schools, and of the 
multitudes whose attention they have begun to awaken to 
the Gospel of Jesus—have been repeatedly urged upon the 
sympathies of the community. Also, during the last sum- 
mer, formal commissions and requests were sent to more 
than thirty clergymen, in different parts of the country, to 
visit the missionary association in their respective neigh« 
borhoods.* ‘ 
The receipts since the first of September, when the 
financial year of the Board commences, have been nearly 
as great as they were in the same time last year. If they 
continue for the next six months, as they have been for the 
six months past, the receipts of the present year will fall 
but little short of what they were the last year—but then, 
they will fall short! and the receipts of that year were 
20,000 dollars below those of the year previous, and below 
the actual expenditures, by which means a debt to that 
amount was unavoidably incurred. 
go on decreasing from year to year? Every Christian, 
who reflects on the last charge of Christ to his church, wi 
answer, No :—there is a ssighedwork to be done, and we 
must advance constantly, as well as rapidly, or it never 
will be completed. The writer of this article feels, that 
the scoeges of this present year, although the year ha’more 
than half elapsed, must in some way be made greater than 
they ever have been. That there is an urgent necessity 
for this, will be shown in a future number. 
At present, attention is invited to the pu of severat 
resolutions, which have lately been adopted by the Com- 
mittee. 

1. The Committee deem it exceedingly desirable to 
send, within eighteen months from this time, about twenty 
missionaries into the different missionary fields, already 
occupied to some extent by the Board, viz: three or four 
to the East Indies, and other parts of Southern Asia—at 
least six to countries which are supplied from the Mediter- 
ranean Mission—as many as six or seven to the Pacific 
Ocean—and at least three to the Indian tribes of this coun- 





Shall the receipts 


try. vs 

2. While the Committee feel the great importance of 
enlarging their operations to the extent above mentioned, 
they cannot with propriety adopt measures, which would 
i ay to increase th 

und to aim at its speedy extinguishment. 

3. They confident Saleen, however, that the inte 

felt in this cause by the Christian community is stich as 
to warrant the expectation, that sufficient pecuniary means 
may be obtained to carry fi 

been ¢ d and pr ted by the Board, im reliance 
on the promises of God, and in accordance wit); the known 
wishes of the churches. : : 

The number of missionaries mentioned inthe first reso- 
lution, is the least which the Committee supposed ought to 
be sent to the several missions inthe time. specified, 

The second resolution virtually declares, that none, or 
very few, can be sent as the receipts mow are. 
he third declares the confidence’ of the Committee— 
which I cannot doubt is well founded—that the means 
be procured for sending out twenty missionaries, or eve; 
a greater number within 18 months, ; 

T shall inquire in a future number, whether the mission- 
aries can be obtained. 
to ascertain that, before furnishing the pecuni 
How do they know but the uncertainty: whether funds can ~ 
be procured, is repressing, and in fact, destroying the mis- — 





come forward with alacrity to the service? He, who is 
whitening the fields in many places to the harvest, will 
hear the prayers of such as devise liberal things for ga- 
thering it in, and provide the laborers. 

Reader, will you not bestow a moment’s thought upon 
this case, when you next enter your closet? What is the 





sinner to consider himself as an undoubted sub- 


most solemn duty now resting upon the church of Christ, 


to Christ by his cherishing a hope that shall pe- 


————————— ee 


ring themselves, or directing him to-inquire into - ™ 


hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. For # 


whole will of God? Consider well the import of @ ~ 
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But the churches should not wait Zu ~ 
means” 44 


sionary ardor of many a young man, who would otherwise ~~ 





id progress in learning it. Many are able to read the 
“fluently and understandingly, and to inter- 

pret them to their apm Hl The adults of the 
c party grow attentive to the means of grace. “It 
is animating (says the writer,) to see an sued from 
different parts of the reservation, to receive instruction :— 


to see them assembling in what we call a beautiful little 





: part 
siding. In a latecouncil, it was agreed to the chris- 
tian party no more ; though not to forsake the old religion ion. 
Since the meeting of that council, one of the chiefs has 
come over to the christian party; ‘and“one who formerly 
. 18 now quite attentive to religjous instruction. 

are evi ear, ut 

ia apeicaltare and Civlicath 





If the above is a fair specimen of the & of ci- 
vilization the Indian tribeo——and it & certainly not 
the str t that could be furnished—it is easy to see how 
utterly ruinous to the interests of the Indians would be the 

of ing them again into the wilderness, ami 


in one; 
would seem to prevent any one 
it.— Western Recorder, 


ELDER R. B. SKINNER. 


We mentioned the other weck the ‘safe arrival of this 
brother. A letter from him dated Monrovia, December 
1830, to Messrs. William and James C. Crane, has 
to hand—we extract the following items: 
ia, December 4. Our voyage 
. measles and whooping 
my little one had the mea- 
° e attended worship on the 
s da racticable. We were treated 
Ws and found comfortably on - way. 
am disappointed in the 1 appearance 
of the colony. But they have many difficulties to e - 
ter; and at the present time the majority are mostly too 
poor and too ignorant to enco’ education. Mr. Re 
pe a ara 2 ape ere ought to be schools 
at Sey ‘Fown, Cauldwell and Millsburg. 
@ ‘“I have not yet been to Millsburg, but have visited Ca- 
Town and. Cauldwell. In those three places and in 
ia are about 150 Baptists. They Ses meeting 
houses in Monrovia and Carey Town—and ha 


ve com- 
menced one at Cauldwell. They need a larger supply of 


Watts and Ri ’s hymns. 
"There hae been no revival here lately. Six persons 





PRESBYTERY OF BALTIMORE. 


hen | of the Presbytery of Baltimore, held Oc- 
th, 1 or Bet following preamble and con be were 


unanimously : 
_ Whereas, in the view of this Presbytery, the Presbyte- 
rian Church with which we are conn in gen and 
Presbytery, in particular, have.to a most inex- 
degree, neglected the claims of Foreign Missions ; 
and whereas:the present state of the heathen world, as 
well as command of our Divine Redeemer, most 
urgent! ae calls us to exert ourselves in this noble cause, 
Resolved, That we, as a body, will make the attompt 
from eg r Aste at least <3 
—~“year to year, in the forcign Acid. 
The Editors of religious newspapers and periodicals, 
friendly to Foreign Missions, are respectfully requested to 
give the above an insertion.— Presbyterian. 


e TUSCARORA MISSION. 

Rev. Mr. eye the Tusczrora Mission, in a letter 
to the Editor of this papér, says :— 

‘*For the encouragement of those who are interested 
in the cause of Mi and to stimulate them in prayer 
we would say God is at work among the Tuscaroras 
the resistless energies of the Holy Ghost; several, we 
trust, have already given their hearts toGod. Oh! Chris- 
tians, pray for us.”—Roch. Observer. 

—— SESE 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 





For the New York Evangelist. 


WHAT THEREFORE GOD HATH JOINED TOGETHER 
LET NO MAN PUT ASUNDER.—Jesus C ; 


This commandment is usually violated by those 
who quote Ist Cor. ii. 9.* ‘This passage is gene- 
rally employed to.support the sentiment that 
Christians in this world have no proper concep- 
tion of the heavenly glory—a sentiment that may 
be defined in such a way as. to appear unques- 
tionably.true, but not at all contained, except by 
inference, in the ge quoted. If we examine 
Is, Ixiv. 4, whence this declaration is derived by 
the apostle, we are taught simply that the exter- 
nal senses of men have never discovered the joys 
prepared for those that wait upon God, including 

nt as well.as future blessedness. Present 
joys coming from his favor are the immediate ob- 

t specitieds for it is added by the prophet 
“Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh 
righteousness,” &c. The apostle expressly re- 
fers his repetition of the truth in question to joys 
already commenced. His words are, “ Eye 
not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of [unrenewed, unenlightened] man the 

. things that hath prepared for them that love 
him: but God hath revealed them to us by his 
Spirit.” Tinsert a.colon between the clauses, as 
the connection forbids a period, and in the origin- 
al a colon only is found in some editions of the 
‘Testament, in some even a semicolon. A period 
is found in Knapp’s edition, but evidently not re- 

uired by any law of language, or proved to be 
original mark of separation. Instead then of 
idea commonly ag by the passage, we 
are informed that God has revealed to Christians 
by the operation of his Spirit, joys which ynrege- 
nerate, sensual men, who walk by sight, have ne- 
ver discovered. .There is a higher glory yet to 
be revealed, but the 9th verse here in question re- 
fers to what is already known and enjoyed by 
true believers. 
A correct interpretation of this passage is of 
more consequence than we may at first imagine. 


If we the joys of heaven are altogether 
different from ace found in the sri of Ga 
we 


below, we shall feel far less interested 
y ought to be in seeking the joys of religion. We 
may even imagine, as impenitent sinners common- 
V Me that we can depend upon qutly Hoages 
Sor our chief enjoyments here, and still be introdu- 
ted to the bliss of heaven at death. But if we 
ipclieve that the joys of the Christian are substan- 
ally the sathe.in kind, whether upon. earth or 
im heaven, we shall not deceive ourselves by ex- 

necting the tion of joys pot yet 

Weshall be led to examine the sources of our 
Ps ntjoy to see if we have found the unfailing 
springy of life, and may reasonably expect that the 
val of the obstacles which hinder free access 


one Missionary, from | 


Those who have not found, in the service of 
God, joys far above all that men have discovered 
the hearing of the ear, 


seeing of the eye or 
have great reason to suspect the reali 
new birth. ‘Those who expect to enjoy 
in heaven essentially different from that 


of the’ 


must resemble the }j 
chief features. The difference in d 


fection in their final heaven of bliss. 


C. S. 


* I do not charge an intentional violation: it is rather 


traditional oversight. It seems committed by S. in your 


last number. 


For the New York Evangelist. 


Mr. Editor—Your correspondent “ Gulielmus” 
may be right, but this will not show the Sunday 


School Union to be wrong. 
In one of the Rev. Samuel Pearce’s letters to 


friend, published in the American Sunday School 
Union’s Memoirs of Pearcé, he inquires, “ What 
fruit of Mr. H’s. ministry had appeared ?” And 
he adds, “We must sow in hope, and I trust, that 
we shall all gather fruit to eternal life, even where 
the buddings have never appeared to us in this 
world.” A note on this remark, speaks of it as 
framed | “@ Sentiment ever to be cherished by Sunday 

School teachers and parents.” This sentiment, 
Gulielmus thinks may do incalculable mischief.— 
What is the sentiment ? Why, that even in cases 
where no indication of successful teaching ap- 
pears, the minister, the teacher, and the parent, 
should still hope and believe, that good seed pro- 


perly sown, will spring up, &c. 


I will not enter into a discussion of this point. 
It'is unquestionably the duty of Sunday School 
Teachers, and all other religious instructors, to 
“ labor for, and expect the immediate conversion 
of their scholars’”—and if they labor for,or expect 
any thing short of this, they have yet to learn 
their duty ; but that they are to labor in hope 
and in patience, is equally clear. Nosentiment 


can be more discouraging and injurious, in thi 


day of rebuke and coldness, than that efforts are 
to be made or prosecuted, no farther than fruit 
appears. “ He that plougheth, shall plough in 
hope.” “If we hope for that we see not, a do 

at 
et for the 
mus examine 
the beautiful parable of the sower, and let him use 
the illustrations furnished by it, and he will see, 


we with patience wait for it.” “ It is 
a man should both hope, and ead 
salvation of the Lord.” Let Gulie 


that though he may be right, those he censure 


are not necessarily wrong. We should des're, 


and pray for, and expect the fruit of our labor 
immediately; but our ho 


ing thereof, when and how he pleases. 
A SurerinTENDENT. 


NEW YORK EVANGELIST. 


ness 
; nd in 
the service of God below, have reason to fear they 
have not yet tasted the well spring of life. That 
the joys of heaven will differ in %me respects and 
ina high degree from those of the Christian on 
earth, I do not question; but I must suppose 
there is much error in the common conception 
of this subject. The holy joys of intelligent be- 
ings, wherever they are in the universe of God, 
of their Maker in their 
is no 
objection to this view. But the holy joys of in- 
telligent creatures are found on earth, whenever 
man is renewed in the image of God. Conse- 
quently the joys of the saints on earth are much 
the same in kind as will be found in the full om 


should still be in the 
Lord of the harvest, to order and bless the spring- 


“In-town, at the meeting” of inquiry last~evening, 
whole floor of Mr. Merwin’s church was completely filled, 
say 900 or 1000 were present.. In our schools there is 


much feeling. Never has the town been so powerfully 
moved,” 


ir 


FOUR DAYS MEETING IN NEW HAVEN. 

An interesting account of this meeting is given in the 

Religious Intelligencer. We make the following extract : 
_ “* Othe last day of this ‘feast of fat things,’ an invita- 
tion was given from the pulpit, to those and those only, who 
be _ ved to make the sera of their souls a subject 
earnest inquiry, to tarry after the congregation had re- 
tired. Andthen we could truly adopt the. language of un- 
believing Thomas, for we saw and felt that God was here. 
We beheld between six and seven hundred awakened sin- 
ners pressing forward, anxious to learn what they must do 
to be saved—while a multitude of professing Christians re- 
aig to a throne of grace to ask God tohave mercy upon 
em. 

During the present week there appears to be no abate- 
ment of the work. Many have laid down their arms, and 
submitted to the Prince of Peace. e can form no esti- 
mate of the number. On the last Sabbath those who were 
hoping that they had recently experienced a ch 
a| their souls, were invited to meet the Pastors of the Con- 
gregational Churches on Monday evening. The place 
pointed for the meeting will seat, we are told, about 
men. But it could not admit all who came, although one 
or two hundred stood up in the aisles, and many went away 
who could not find admittance. There was also at the same 
ume an anxious meeting at the African church for the color- 
ed Be ge who are sharing equally, we believe, according 
to-their numbers in this glorious work. And we rejoice to 
learn that the Episcopal Church and congregation are also 
pertebing in this blessed revival of religion. How far the 

aptist and Methodist brethren share in the blessing, we 
are not informed. We understand the latter are to have a 
similar meeting.” 


Prince Epwarp County, Va.—We are informed 
that a revival has commenced in the vicinity of Hampden 
Sydney College—and that many in that place, both citizens 
and students, feel that they are, indeed, most deeply inte- 
rested in it. . A large number, it is stated by our informant, 
are anxiously eens whet they must do to be saved.— 
We name the fact of this revival, that Christians in every 
part of the country, while earnestly imploring the blessing 
of God on the Union Seminary, may offer special prayer 
for the College and all its members.—So, Rel. Tel. 


Pownatan, Va.—In a part of the county of Powha- 
tan, we learn that the power of divine grace is signally il- 
lustrated in the conversion of sinners. Last Sabbath thir- 
teen were added to the Presbyterian Church, which enjoys 
the labors of the Rev. Mr. Curtis—and not less than 40 
or 50 others are anxious inquirers. The Baptist Church 
also shares the blessed influences of this good work.—Ibid. 


Avexanprra, D.C.—A gentleman in Alexandria, un- 
der date of March 17th, says :—“ The state of our church 
(Rev. Mr. Walton’s) is encouraging. Twelve new mem- 
bers were added two Sabbaths since, on examination.— 
Five others who applied were deferred. All of these pro- 
fess to have pasued from death unto life, since our Four 
Days Meeting in January ; and nearly all referred to Mr. 
A—— as the instrument employed by God in their con- 
version. We have at present a few inquirers.”— Ibid. 


Eriscorpat Metuopists.—The «Christian Herald, of 
March 23d, mentions revivals in East Salisbury, and Pem- 
broke, Mass. and in the Society of Bennet-street church, 
Boston. We make the following extracts : 


“Tt is a fact that should be known and acknowledged to 
the glory of God, that the Society worshipping in Bennet- 
street, in this city, has been sharing in a precious revival 
of religion for several months past. 
*¢ Within the last six months, more than 75 have been 
converted to God, nearly all of whom have given in their 
names, desiring to unite with us in church fellowship. 
reat part of them are the youth, and may be considered 
e promise of the church. Some are heads of families, 
and have reared the family altar, to offer the incense of 
praise and thanksgiving, to Almighty God.” ~ 


Provipence, R. I.—We learn that a more than com- 
mon attention to religion is apparent in this town; but of 
the particulars we are not informed.—Christian Watch. 


S 
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PROTESTANT METHODISTS. 





NEW YORK, SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1831. 


A correspondent of the Methodist Protestant, at Cincin- 
nati, in arecent letter says, 





REVIVAL IN NEW YORK CITY. 


We are not able to give intelligence of a revival here, s 


powerful as is witnessed in some other populous places.— 
Still we are happy to state, that the work of Divine grace 
continues to advance ; and in some churches, and among 


some class of persons, with new and peculiar interest. 


The Three Days Meeting, of which we gave notice last 
week, commenced in Mr. Patton’s church on Wednesday, 
‘at half past ten A. M. and was still in progress when our 
paper went to press on Thursday, P.M. From attending 
one of the public services, and from information regpecting 
the others, we state that they were seasons peculiarly so- 


lemn and precious. 


In addition to the churches already mentioned as sha- 
ring in the work, we are happy to state that the colored 
Presbyterian church and congregation under the Pastoral 
care of the Rev. T. S. Wright, are remembered gracious- 
ly by the Great Head of the church. Several of their 
congregation have become hopeful subjects of the work, a 
considerable number attend the meeting of inquiry, and 
their place of worship is crowded to overflowing. We 
feel that there are many facts, in relation to the revival in 
this city, which should awaken in the Christian commu- 


nity, @ spirit of ceaseless, agonizing prayer. 


REVIVALS. 


Le Roy.—A correspondent at Le Roy, under date of 
March 22, says: ‘Since January, the Lord has added 
about sixty souls to the Presbyterian Church in this vil- 
lage. A Four Days Meeting commenced at Batavia, on 


Thursday last.” 


Dexut.—We have also received a letter from Delhi, 
Delaware county, N. Y¥. dated March 22d, from which 
we make the following extract: “Truly this is a day of 


“We hear from all quarters that the cause of God is 
prospering throughout our borders, and that the constitu- 
tion and discipline meet universal approbation. Our meet- 
ings here are well attended, and we have frequent manifes- 
tations of the divine presence. Our prayer meetings espe+ 
cially have been very profitable, and many believers are 
strengthened and encouraged to go on their way rejoicing, 
_ Sinners have been brought into the Kingdom of 
ist. 


The Rev. William Kesley writes, Feb. 15th: “There 
have been several conversions on our circuit since I wrote 
orto th Ltergden Deg a regular increase of mene 
ing the year, feel disposed to say, with 2 grat 
heart “hitherto the Lord hath helped us..?—Ib. © 


« 

From Rev. Joel Barlow, Milford, Pennsylvania: “We 
are doing well on this circuit. The Lordis with us. The 
God of Jacob is our refuge. Blessed be the Lord God— 
the God of Israel—who only doeth wondrous things : and 
blessed be his glorious name; and let all the people say 
Amen.” —Jb. 


0 


STATE OF RELIGION IN BOSTON. 


The Editor of the Boston Recorder, under date of 
March 23, states, 


That there appears to be considerable excitement on the 
minds of professors of various denominations, and a spirit 
of serious inquiry among those who have not’ known the 
Savior. Numerous prayer meetings are held, and extra 
meetings for preaching and exhortation. Cases of con- 
viction and of hope are also frequently occurring; but at 
this early period, we do not deem it prudent to enumerate 
them if we could. With the.churches here it is unques- 
tionably an eventful crisis; a time of great promise, if 
they are found humble, penitent and prayerful ; a time of 
dreadful responsibility, if they do not welcome the heaven- 
ly Visiter. We need the importunate supplications of “ all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, both theirs and ours.” 


oe 


THE REV. DR. RICE. 
‘It affords us much satisfaction to learn that this valuable 
servant of Christ is convalescent, and that there is a pros- 
pect that he will be restored to his usual health. 


God’s power. He is doing great things for Zion. He be- c 


gan to revive his work here ‘several months ago. 


the hopeful heirs of Heaven. Many are yet anxious.” 


Hartrorp, Coxn.—We learn by a gentleman from 
Hartford, that the revival in that city is gradually though 
slowly progressing, that an increasing interest in the work 
is manifested by Christians, and that there are cheering 


prospects of a long continued work. 


East Hartrorp.—From the same source we learn 
that the work of grace, though not very powerful, still con- 


tinues in East Hartford. 


Avsany.—Our Correspondent at Albany under date of 


March 26, says, 


‘¢ The work of grace in this city is progressing. Fifty- 
one on profession were received into the first Presbyterian 
church last evening. In Mr. Kirk’s a large number have 
been examined, and conversions continue to occur almost 
every day. In Union College there is a precious work in 


progress. Mr. Kirk returned from there to-day.” 


RocuesteR.—A correspondent in this place, under 


date of March 25th, says, 


“There has been a gradual, steady increase of interest 
ever since the four days meeting, and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit appears manifest in these seasons, perhaps as 
much as at almost any season during the winter—some 
Christians here seem to believe that there is no necessity 


a revival’s stopping. 


“Christians here do remember New York in their pray- 


ers. Does New York do likewise ? 


Burrato anv Batavia.—The same writer adds :— 
“¢ Having just heard from Buffalo and Batavia, I can say, 
there is gp interesting state of things in each of those pla- 
ces.” 


Granvitte Wasninctor Co. N. ¥.—We reteived, 
too late for insertion this week, an interesting account of a 
Four Days Meeting in this place, commencing March 10th, 
from which a revival originated ; which is progressing 
there, and spreading into other places. Farther particu- 


lars next week. 


~ Benxsame Courry, Mass.—A genileman from this 
County has this week informed us, that interesting revi- 
vals, originating in three and four days meetings, are now 





Ye 


lent in Williamstown, Lanesboro, Pittsfield, Per 


and Barrington, and that many other towns afe about 
adopting similar measures. There are cheering prospects 


ofa general revival through the County. 


Worpearvt Revivat at New Haver.—The follow- 


Ever 
since it has steadily progressed, about thirty have become 


TEMPERANCE IN CANADA. 
Ths following items we gather from the Christian’ 
Watchman. 
Humber Temperance Society—This Society was formed 
Feb. 2d, 1831 at a meeting held in the Methodist chapel 
on the Humber. Twenty-one subscribed to the constitu- 
tion. 


Belville Temperance Society—This Society recently held 
its annual meeting; it has 144 members. 

York Temperance Society—This Society was formed 
Feb. 18th, 1831, with 28 male and 13 female members. 
Guelph Auziliary Temperance Society—This Society 
was formed March Ist, 1831. 

Toronto Temperance Society—This Society held its first 
anniversary in February. During the past year its mem- 
bers increased from 27 to about 225 in number. In the 
same township there are two other Temperance Societies, 
containing about 100 members. 


‘ HAMPSHIRE COLONY.” 

A Colony under the above title, destined for Illinois, was 
formed on the 2d of March in Hampshire County, Mass. 
It consists of 22 adult members, 20 of whom are heads of 
families. 

At a meeting, held in the first Congregational Church, 
Northampton, March 23d, a church was organized, consist- 
ing of twenty members, from the Colony. 

This Colony have pledged themselves to support an or- 
thodox ministry, and to abstain entirely from the use and 
traffic of ardent spirit, except as a medicine. 

Connected with the Colony is an association, who have 
pledged themselves to aid its schools and religious institu- 
tions ; some of whom expect, hereafter, to unite with the 
Colony. c 

The precise placgof their destination is not yet settled, 
Mr. Jones, one of their number, passed through this City, 
this week, as their pioneer, to decide on the place for their 
settlement. . 


next, to make arrangements for their departure. 


For the New York Evangelist. 


n, SERMONS FOR SEAMEN. 


dy been received 
by the 

are 
the C 
from, that the volume may be 


For each Sermon that is 
author is entitled to the 





the 


of 
heart, and those who had resolved to seek the salvation of 


The Colony are to meet in Albany, on the 20th of April 


A considerable number of valuable Sermons have alrea- 

for the volume ee aoe 

Aten Fete he st Most i 
short. i w 'e ut it 1s desirable 

ee choad age large collection to choose 

very valuable, As the stereo- 

ly, it will not be necessary to 

just at present. Sermons received 

will be submitted to the judgment of 


the committee, the 
Sailers Magezine for ten years.— 


ae 


NEW YORK EVANGELIST. 


Many ‘aiden may 


—o thus y we to thousands of immortals, even 
they are dead. 

selectors are Rev. Drs. 
Henry Chase. 


Seamen’s Friend Office, 
No. 82, Nassau-street. 


rine, Milnor, and Rev. 
SHUA LEAVITT, 
Gen. Agent A. 8. F. Society. 


For the New York Evangelist. . 
.. | & CHRISTMAS GIFT.——no. III. 

From the Inside af a Roman Catholic College! 

_ Having detailed some of the rules, and opera- 
tions at the college, I will now relate some of the 
doctrines taught there. And I am sure you will 
not be surprised at them if you view them-in con- 
nection with what has been already said. 
The learned priests here, as well as in all their 


son ai teach the doctrine of penance. They 
translate, Luke xiii. 3, “Except ye do penance,” 
.&c. Protestants you know, translate that pas- 
sage, “Except ye repent ye shall all” (meaning 
Catholics, Protestants, &c. &c.) “likewise perish.” 
That ours is the true translation, though much 
sneered at by Catholics, any disinterested man 
with even a moderate acquaintance with the 
languages, will admit. Even conynon sense, with 
a knowledge of the human heart, would force any 
one to the conclusion, that, in view of such tre- 
mendous and eternal punishments as are de- 
nounced against every unholy person, in the scrip- 
tures, a man might (as Herod did) hear the words 
of the Lord “gladly, and do many things,” and 
afterwards return “like the dog to his vomit,” 
when his fears subsided and his unholy appetites 
had gained fresh vigor by a temporary absti- 
nence. Here we have penance but not repent- 
ance. True repentance is evinced by self-a 
ment; sin loathing; restitution ; and is (I think) 
one of the necessary fruits of that faith in Jesus 
which works by love, purifies” &c.:—“a good tree 
will bring forth good fruit ;” but, “a bad tree” 
under all circumstances “ will bring forth bad 
fruit” forever, unless “created anew” by Him 
who first gave it being. Common sense then, as 
well as the “ wisdom of God,” is for our trans- 
lation. 
I have seen at the college various implements 
with which Catholics there did penance. Such 
as a chain made of wire with sharp points at the 
angles of the links, which were oblong squares. 
This was worn around the naked body, with the 
points sticking in the flesh. They had algo cords 
or thongs with which to lash themselves; and 
some of them, I was informed, wore next to their 
skins, a kind of sackcloth. But these things, you 
will admit are toys, when compared to the various 
means of torture which are resorted to in Catholic 
countries. QO! that Catholics would hear the 
word of the Lord, and “ rend their hearts and not 
their” bodies. ’ 
The priests at the College, as well as in their 
books, also teach that we can do “ works of su- 
rerogation.” Howa man can do more than 
ove his Redeemer “with all his heart; all his 
soul; all his strength ; all his mind, and his neigh- 
hor as himself” I leave you to conceive. These 


A| works of supererogation, say the priests, are put 


to the credit of our poor connections and friends 
who are in purgatory; and they are by this 
sooner liberated. What a pity the “rich man” 
who “lifted up his eyes in hell” had not some 
kind priest at hand when on his death bed to get 
him into purgatory between which and Heaven 
there would have been no “ impassable gulph !” 
Surely this unfortunate man must have been very 
ignorant of his privileges, for with the thousandth 
part of his money he could have bought a safer 
assage. Perhaps Solomon and others were to 
lame, who said, * There is no work or device in 
the grave. He that is holy let him be holy still, 
and he that is filthy let him be filthy still.” Turge 
you t>* fast to the doctrines once delivered 
to tin€ saints:” for, if priests cannot catch you by 
Scripture and sound logic, or “ confound you by 
tradition ” they may tell you as they told me, and 
have told thousands “if you join their Church 
and your soul is lost from that Church at last, 
THEY WILL TAKE UPON THEMSELVES YOUR SINS AT 
THE Bar oF Curist! 

The last doctrine of the Jesuits to which I shall 
call your attention, which I heard repeatedly in- 
culcated at the George Town College, and which 
is calculated to shock every friend of humanity; of 
freedom and true religion, is that which declares 
“ The end justifies the means.” Believing this 
diabolical doctrine, Baxter, (in his controversy 
with Dr. Wilmer) declared that certain “heretics” 
deserved to be “pursued with fire and sword.”* 
A priest,} to utter such language! a priest, pre- 
tending to be nurtured by a “ holy mother” —the 
Catholic Church! a priest, who cries “ The tem- 
ple of the Lord. he temple of the Lord are 
we !”” a priest, who could at the same instant de- 
clare without a blush, that he and his craft were 
alone the disciples of Him who “came not to 
destroy, but to save mens’ lives,” and who com- 
mands us with the authority of a God to “ Do no 
evil that good may come.” ‘To “bless and 
curse not.” 'To “love and pray for our enemies,” 
ever. And whose holy servant Paul says “ The 
servant of God must not strive, but persuade 
men.” ‘Our weapons brethren, are not carnal 
but spiritual.” 


* See the “ Catholic Question,” —letter. xiii. 
t Belonging to a set of “ Infallibles.” 


For the New York Evangelist. 


INTELLIGENCE FROM RUSSIA. 
NO. V. 
In a previous number mention has been made 
of Mr. Groves, an English missionary to Persia. 
The case of this intrepid and self-denying soldier 
of the cross is so remarkable, that some account 
of him will doubtless be interesting. Mr. Groves 
was a pious layman whose heart burned within 
him to devote his life to evangelizing the world. 
For many years the subject occupied his thoughts. 
About seven years since he published his book on 
Christian Devotedness, and soon after made up 
his mind to devote himself to the cause of mis- 
sions. He was three years in disposing of his 
property, and in studying for the mission. Du- 
ring this period, for two years, his wife occasion- 
ed him much trouble, on account of her opposi- 
tion in feeling and principle to her husband. At 
length she too became pious, and Mr. Groves 
made preparations to go to Persia as a mission- 
ary. The proceeds of his property yielded an 
annual income of one thousand pounds sterling. 
He offered the option of the whole of this, or 
himself and family, to the Church Missionary 


resolved to go on the mission at his own cost. 

The father of Mrs. Groves disinherited her. 
An elder brother, who was to receive a double 
portion, sent for Mr. and Mrs. G. and offered to 
give them a large present sum, and all his pro- 
perty if they outlived him, if they would promise 
to give up what he called their vagaries, and 
consent to live rationally like other people. Mr. 
Groves told him he knew no other use to be 
made of money, than to expend it for the good 
of souls; that he should certainly expend in that 
way all he might have ; and as he really had no 
other use for money he should not make any such 

ise. The brother called them fanatics, but 
it is conjectured that he has settled his fortune on 
Mr. G.’s children. 

Entertaining some scruples about matters con- 
nected with Episcopal ordinations, to which he 
could not conscientiously subscribe, he returned 
to his family to consult them in this exigency.— 
He had, it seems, reserved money enough for 
his expenses for the last term, which he had put 
up in a parcel and marked it expenses—and also 
enough to pay his taxes, of which he had made 
another bundle and marked taxes. A robber 
broke into the house and stole the first mention- 
ed pareel and left the other. Mr. Groves consi- 
dered this as an indication of Providence that the 
time had arrived for him to commence his mis- 
sion, relying on the strength of the promises to 
go without any dependence but upon his God 
and Savior. 
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still offer some of their most useful | 


Society. ‘They chose the latter. And Mr. G.| 


. Mr. Groves went to the India Hfouse,.to make 
mquiries about a passage to India.. A gentleman, 


of going there ; and said, Sir, you can do me a 
great favor ; my brother is the Agent of the Bri- 
tish Government in Bussorah ; his wife and ehil- 
dren are anxiously waiting to return to India un- 
der the care of some one. It was immediately 
Seitled that they should go: by land, via St. Pe- 
tersburgh. Thus an importance and security 
were given to the missionary travellers, which 
they could not have enjoyed in any. other way. 


and two sons, and proceeded by way of St. Pe-: 
tersburgh to Tifflis, in Georgia, from whence the 
letter from Messrs. Smith and Dwight, publish- 


ed in the Missionary Herald for January, was 
written. 


On arriving at Tabris or Taubris they receiv- 
ed letters that advised them of the lady’s hus- 
band’s, Major Taylor, removal from Bussorah to 
Bagdat, on the ‘Tigris, but beyond the western 
boundaries of Persia, a most favorable and pro- 
vidential change for Mr, Groves, as Bagdat was 
the very station he wished to occupy; because 
the Persian, Turkish, and Armenian languages 
are there spoken. Mrs. Taylor was a native of 
Bombay, and had become pious during her visit 
in England. Major Taylor showed much kind- 
ness to the mission family—nays respect to re- 
ligion, and has written to England suggesting 
many modes of doing good in Persia, particular- 
ly of sending out to him. pious mechanics for 
whom he engaged constant and profitable em- 
ployment. Mrs. Taylor, previous to visiting 
England, had been captured by pirates in the 
Persian Gulf, on a passage from Bombay to Bus- 
sorah. They were Mahommedans, and threat- 
ened to hehead her (and she was placed on the 
block for that purpose) unless she would renounce 
her Savior. Although a delicate and timid wo- 
man, and not then pious, she declared she would 
rather die than renounce Christianity. The 
monsters spared her life. She afterwards per- 
suaded an Alexandrian merchant to ransom her 
for a considerable sum, assuring him that her 
aga would gladly reimburse him, which he 

id. 
Mr. Parnel, who is mentioned in No. m1., son 
of Sir Henry Parnel, offered himself last autumn 
to go with two missionaries and a sister of Mr. 
Groves, to assist and reinforce the Persian mis- 
sion. 


THE AMERICAN YOUNG MEN’S SOCIETY. 
.ADDRESS. 


Every age has its peculiar duties and responsibilities. 
What may be considered a high standard of intelligence 
and virtue at one tinte, will be looked upon as low at ano- 
ther. As science is rapidly advancing towards perfection, 
and as the doctrines and duties of religion are better under- 
stood, the standard of moral excéllence will of course be- 
come more and more elevated. 
At present, when intelligence is so genérally and so easily 
diffused through all the veins of society, it is important that 
its influence be salutary, and that every facility for doing 
ood be seized upon, and improved to the best advantage. 
esi eye should be-awake to discern the signs of the 
times, and every fuot should be swift to keep pace with the 
march of society. 
Young men at the present day stand upon an eminence 
in — of intelligence and influence, which entirely over- 
looks the ground formerly occupied by the middle aged ; 
and they ought to feel that this elevation brings with it an 
increased weight of obligation. And as young men of our 
country are soofi to take the place of the fathers in the va- 
rious departments of life, it is highly important that they 
be trained to a proper standard of enterprise, and activity. 

But while there are some that do feel their responsibility, 
and are disposed to discharge the obligations which they 
owe to society, multitudes of others seem to be living ex- 
clusively for themselves, without any reference to the glory 
of God, the good of their country, or the welfare of man- 
kind. Many youth of native genius, of cultivated intellects, 
and of respectabl tions, have, by the allurements of 
vice, been drawn aside from the paths of virtue, and borne 
on with rapid step in the downward road to ruin. Being 
charmed by the siren song of pleasure, they have lost their 
course, and come within the mighty sweep of the whirpool 
of death. While infidelity has poisoned their minds, and 
taken away all wholesofhe restraint from their vicious pro- 
pensities, they have given themselves up to the leadings of 
a depraved appetite, and to the power of him ‘who gocth 
about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.” 
Thus they have robbed God and the world of the good 
which they might have done, and plunged their own souls 
‘into infamy and woe. This is the brief history of many a 

oung man, who once promised fair to be the boast and so- 
ee of his parents, a pillar of society, and his country’s 
champion. 

In our cities and large towns particularly, youth are ex- 
posed to temptation, seduction, and ruin, This is espe- 
cially the case with those that come from the country. 
They are rage soca ay innocent and unsuspecting, and 
consequently more liable to be ensnared and destroyed. 
The fact that in such places, persons may gratify their cor- 
rupt appetites almost with the certainty of escaping detec- 
tien, shows that youth are much more exposed to fall vic- 
tims to vice inthe city than in the country. In the city, a 
young man with but a small chance of observation, may 
frequent the theatre, the circus, the gambling table, the 
dram shop, or even the house of infamy. Every one at all 
acquainted with human nature must see at once, that whén 
thus exposed, many of thgm will be drawn down to perdi- 
tion, unless a powerful counteracting influence be exerted 
to save them. 

With a view to exerting such an influence, a number of 
young men having met on the evening of February 28, 

831, at the house of the American Tract Society, formed 
themselves into. an association, to be called ‘* The Ameri- 
can Young Men’s Society.” The general design of this 
society is to exert an influence on young men, by associa- 
ting them for the purpose of moral, intellectual, and re- 
ligious improvement, and for degwing forth their energics 
in works of active benevolence. 

In order to accomplish these objects, the attention of the 
society will be called to several particulars, viz: To hold 
meetings for conversation and discussion on important 
subjects, by means of which an inducement will be offered 
to young men to cultivate their powers of thought and ut- 
terance, which will have a tendency to fit them for more 
extended usefulness, and to elevate their standard of piety. 
To bring all young men under the influence of the Tem- 
perance reformation. 
To ascertain where are boarding houses of a moral and 
religious character, to which young men coming from 
abroad may be dirceted. E 
To use efforts to save those young men who are straying 
from the paths of virtue. 
To collect libraries, where they may be needed, of such 
books as will be calculated to advance the objects of the 
society. . ; 
With a view to the attainment of these objects the socie- 
ty design the formation of an auxiliary in every city, town, 
and ings in the land, whjch will open a channel of intro- 
duction to all the virtuoug young men in the country. A 
certificate of membershi from the proper officers of one of 
these auxiliaries will atmit its possessor to the advantages 
of any kindred association to which it may be addressed. 
And farther, to promote the designs of the society, and to 
diffuse intelligence more generally among the young men 
of the United States, the establishment of a young men’s 
paper is contemplated, as soon as arrangements can be 
made. Almost every other class of society has a paper of 
its own. And at the | yarn time, when knowledge is so 
rapidly increasing, and young men are occupying so im~- 
rtant a station, it seems very desirable that there should 

a paper of this description. This will present a vehide 
in which may be conveyed through the land specimens of 
the genius and intelligence of American young men ‘to exert 
a benign and powerful influence on the community. The 





society will have nothing to do by its paper or otherwise 


with political concerns. ‘ : 

In executing their designs, and attempting to accomplish 
their objects, the ‘American Young Men’s Society” 
feel assured of the prayers of all of every name, who de- 
sire the happiness of the rising generation: all who wish 
or aie and virtuous citizens; all who desire to sit 
under faithful preaching, and live in a community of active 
and consistent Christians ; all who wish destruction robbed 
of its prey, and heaven filled with redeemed spirits. Aided 
by the prayers and good wishes of all saints, we call upon 
the men of every denomination of Christians, and all men 
(of the age contemplated by the Constitution of the society) 
who desire the promotion of virtue and sound morals, to 
come forward with promptness and decision, to the help of 
the sa. in this noble enterprise. The present state of 
religious feeling, renders it peculiarly important to do with 
our might, and to do immediately what our hands find to do. 
The fallow nd is broken up, and the good seed should 
be sown. Ifwe sleep, the enemy will sow tares. Not a 
moment should be lost. Let the young men in our cities, 
towns, and villages i diately form th Ives into aux- 
iliary and branch and —_, Suc- 
cess seems not only probable but certain. Let us be cou- 
rageous, and gird ourselves for the work. And looking to 
him who holds all hearts in his hands, let us laSor with zeal 
and perseverance till the work is accomplished, and the 
world is enlightened and saved. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Arricie I. This Society shall be called “ The Ame- 
rican Young Men’s Society.” 

Art. II. The design of the p 
mote the moral interente Of the young men of the — 
States, by uniting them into associations for mutu ~ 
provement and active Christian and benevolent effort, an 
by the adoption of such other measures-as may contribute 
to these ends. ' tie Gea he 

Art. Il. The members Society shall per- 
sons under the age of thirty-five years, who profess to feel 
the Of the objects 











Society shall be to pro- 





importance objec in its constitutio 
and are willing to lend their i for the promotion © 


who heard him, eagerly asked if he had thoughts: 


Mr, G. left England in June, 1830,-with his wife |. 


these objects; and shall be admitted from time to time by 
a vote of the Board of Managers. — 

Art. IV. The affairs of the Society shall be’ conduct- 
ed by a Board of Mfanagers,. consisting of a Treasurer, 
Secretaries, and nine others, who s be ted at 
the annual meeting, and shall be authorised to-call in the 
aid of members of the Society. 

Art. V. The Society shail meet om the Wednesday 
after the first Monday of, January in‘each year, to receive 


| the annual report, and to appoint officers for the following 


ear. 

Art. VI. The Managers shall endeavor to establish 
an Auxiliary Society in every city, town and village of the 
United States, to carry the designs of this Institution into 


effect. 
By order, and in behalf of the Board, 
Ezra D. Kinney, Gen. See’y, 
Joun S. Davenport, Cor. Sec’y, 
W. A. Boors, Rec, Sec’y. - 
New York, March 26, 1831. : 


ITEMS. 
Massachusetts Temperance Society, formed 1813, re-orga- 
nised on the principle of entire abstinence in. 1827-or 1828, 


has 202 Societies and 15,095 members.. Whole population- 
610,100. 


Connecticut Temperance Society, formed 3829, has 205 
nm and 25,829 members.. Whole population 297,- 
711. 


The Protestants, at a late meeting in New Orleans, sub- 
scribed $1000, to aid the Am. S, S, Union in establishing 
hools in the Mississippi valley. 





Utica—Is still 2 place made solemn: by the special pre- 
sence of God. Conversions arefrequent ; and have been 
so since the close ofautuma. Brethren; pray for us. 


Syracuse, Onondaga Co.—The work of grace which com- 
menced at this place a short timesince, increases, and ex- 


tends to neighboring towns. It is a time of great interest 
in that vicinity. 


The Boston Baptist 8. S. Union has under.its care 13 
schools, taught by 203 teachers, of whom 152 aré professors 
of religion ; scholars, 1697—males, 752—females 942— 
average attendance, 1005, 


An ———. state of religious feeling has existed on 
board the United States’ ship Erie ; which has res’*ted in 
the conversion of 7 or 8 sailors, who have come out boldly 
on the Lord’s side. 


Revival at Bridgewater.—A teacher of a séleet school in 
this place, in a recent letter to the Editor of the Western 
Recorder, says :—‘* Twenty in my school give good evi- 
—_ ofa change of heart ; and others in different parts 
of the society, wiil increase the number to about sixty, per- 
haps some more.” 


Temperance in Michigan—A letter from a gentleman in 
Ypsilanti, Michigan Territory, to his friend in this village, 
says, ‘* We have four stores in this town which have all 
abandoned the traffic of ardent spirits.—Roch. Obs. 


How they do in Illinois.—A correspondent of The Reli- 
gious and Literary Intelligencer, at Hillsborough, under 
date of February llth, writes thus: “I can say but 
little on the subject of religion, but in general terms, it is 
gaining ground. This, I think, is evidenced by the atten- 
tion which is now given to Education, Bible, Tract, Sun- 
day School, Temperance, and Colonization Societies, all 
of which are rapidly gaining ground.. The cause of Tei - 
perance has far surpassed the calculations of its most sant 
guine friends, and Thee no doubt but the respectable part 
of the community will eventually consider it a disgrace to 
oppose it.”” 


Revivals are in progress in Butternutts, Cooperstown, 
and some other places in Otsego county, New York. 


State Fusts—The Ist April has been appointed for the 
State Fast in Connecticut, and the seventh day of the same 
month, for New Hampshire and husetts 





House of Refuge for Colored People.—It is 
Philadelphia to establish a House of Refuge 
the colored population exclusively. 


poseoeed in 
or youth of 


NOTICE.—The Associated Methodist Church in At- 
torney, near Delancey street, will be opened for divine 
worship, next Sabbath morning, at half past ten o’clock. 
The cliention service will Be performed by the Rev. 
George Thomas, President of the New York annual con- 
ference, after which Rev. D. L. Carroll of the Presbyterian 
Church, (Brooklyn). will prea@h. At 3 o’clock Rev. 
George Thomas will preach. At 7 o’clock in the evening, 
Rev. Levi R. Reese will preach. 

A collection will be taken up during the day, to assist 
in defraying the expense of building said-house of worship. 


For the New York Evangelist. 


Information is wanted respecting private schools 
in the country, by the writer of this article, who- 
has two sons, 10 and 12 years of age, whom he is 
unwilling to place ina City School, or in the ex- 
pensive high schools in the countty.~ There are, 
it is supposed, many schools-in New England and 
this State, of that description, taught by evange- 
lical clergymen, in retired places, to which reli- 
gious parents in this city would be desirous of 
sending their sons, if they knew their character 
and location. Letters addressed to A. L. S. 'T. 
care of the Editors of the Evangelist, will be duly 
attended to. 


PREMIUM TRACT ON PRAYER. 


Our readers will recollect that sometime sincé, 
a benevolent individual offered a premium of fifty 
dollars for a Tracton Prayer. ‘The Tracts were 
to be presented before Jan. 1, 1831, and the prize 
to be awarded by the Rev. Dr. Fay, Dr. Ed- 
wards, and Mr. Green, of Boston. We do not 
know how many Tracts were written nor what 

rogress the committee have made in their duty. 
eras feel that the subject is one of sach pre-emi- 
nent importance, that we hope the committee 
Will not award the prize to any Tract whatever, 
unless they have one which comes fully up to the 
tone that the present times demand. 

The object of the doner was, to proc:re some- 
thing which should be a sort of standard on this 
subject—“a comprehensive manual: on the duty 
of prayer, which may be accessible to all, and 
adapted to the peculiar eircumstances of this new 
era of the world.’ Sueh a Tract should exhibit 
the motives to prayer, with “instructions relative 
to closet prayer; family prayer, social prayer, spe- 
cial prayer,” &c. The subject of special prayer 
should have light shed upon it. And the whole 
ought to be in such a spirit as should draw the 
church up to an elevation approximating rapidiy 
towards the millennium. If the committee have . 
no such ‘Tracts already, we earnestly hope they 
will suspend the award, and notify a farther time 
that michtier minds, or warmer hearts, may em- 


° 


ploy themselves on such a theme. 


NEW TRACTS, 
ISSUED BY THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


No. 240. Putnam: and the Wolf, 24 pages. 
No. 241. On the Hope of Future Repentance, 4 pages. 
No. 242, Hitchcock on the Manufacture of Ardent Spi- 
rits, 28 pages. 

No. 243. A Voice from Heaven, 4 pages. 
No. 244. M?llvaine’s Address to Young Men-on Teme 
perance, 24 pages. 

No, 245. Oikidren of the Forest, 20 pages. 
No. 246. Joseph Archer, the converted sailor, 16 pages. 
No. 247. Who slew all these? 4 pease. 
No. 248. Memoir of Zuinglius, the Swiss Reformer, 36 


"he 249. Dr. Sewall’s Address on the Effects of Intem- 


erance, 24 pages. 
No. 250. Ns Scape Goat, 12 pages. 


No. 251. Peter Bayssiere’s Narrative of his own con- 
version to the Prowse rus, xo pages. 
. La Fleur, 4 pages. 
These he rat Some are sold at the rate of 15 pages for 
one cent, each cover being printed, and counted as 4 pager. 
Also iz new Handbill Tracts; being Nos. 37 to 53 in- 


clusive. 


ICE.—A young man who has the ministry in 
Ss is now in a cnllogiate course of study, wishes 
emplo ment, as an assistant, in @ Classical or English 
School. Apply at this office. 


}CPRELIGIOUS BOARDING HOUSE.—Board may 
< had in a pious family at No.7 Pine Street. Gentle- 
men from the country can be accommodated. 


DIED, at Augusta, Georgia, March 6, Rev. Daniel 
Young. ' 
At Valley Towns station, Mrs. Jones, wife of Mr. Evan 
Baptist Missionary. : 
JoWwe teens from the Christian Sectetary that Mr. ieee, 





iled with his family from Norfolk in October t 
Livers ober parting with his wife and two children, (his _ 
whole family, ) was soon called to follow them info the eter- 
nal world. 

On Saturday, the 26th, the Rev. 
D. D. pastor of the By 
James, in this city. — 

WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS. 

The city Lnspector the death of 109 persons, du 

ring the weak ending on Saturday, the 26th inst. 


Frederick C. Schaffer, 
Luthern Church of St. 











) <> From the Presbyterian. 
“THE HARP OF DAVID.—srnars u. 
Harp of David! thy sweet numbers 

Live, though generations die : 
_ ‘Nations, nameless, when thy song 
- Woke at first amid the throng, 
Which around the altar stovd, - 
And in sacrificial blood, 
Saw the coming Savror nigh,— 
Nations, now, with hope and fear, 
In the holy sanctu’ry, 
Weekly wake thy lofiy strain, 
Bid thy thunder roll again, 
Bid thy hallelujahs rise 
Pealing to the vaulte@ skies.— 
‘Yes—though David's hand has long 
Ceased to stray, thy chords among ; 
Yet the living fire, which first, 
From his lyre, in lightnings, burst,-® 
Flashes on the soul,—and still 
Hearts subdued and melting, thrill, 
Overpowered by feelings deep, 
‘Touched and roused, as o’er them sweep 
David's strains of melody. 


Harp of David!—on the willow, 
« Judah long has hung thee ; 
Bat thy hapless: people’s grief, 
Rebel hearts, and unbelief, 
Have not yet unstrungthee. 
Countless nations round thee pressing— 
Gentiles—prize the price above, 
And awake thy voice anew, 
Praising Him the sust, the TRUE,— 
Gop witH us—who, being slain, * 
~ Lives, and will forever reign 
O’er the people of his choice— 
O’er the flock, which hears his voice, 
Following where he leads the way 
"Po the shores of endless day, 
To the saints’ sweet home of love. 


Heavenly Harp! thy strains shall flow, 

Healing pain and soothing wo, 

Till in forest, hill and dale, 

Misery forget to wail. 

In the regions of the south, 

Praise shall fill the suckling’s mouth ; 

And beneath the arctic skies, 

Shall thy song of triumph rise 

From the bower of stunted birch, 
From the rock in ice impearled : 

Then the world will form the Church, 
And the Church embrace the world. 


Se 
YOUTHS DEPARTMENT. 





SCRIPTURE STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 
STORY TWENTIETH. 
The Pro,het who was fed by the ravens, §- by a poor widow. 


‘There were many prophets,—that is, ministers 
of God’s holy word, some of whom, by divine in- 
spiration, foretold things which were to happen,— 
who lived in the times of the different Kings. 
Elijah was one of the principal of these. He 
taughtand prophesied in the reign of the wicked 
king and queen, Ahab and,Jezebel. 

here is a very remarkable history about him ; 
which I will tell you. The people of Israel had 
forsaken and forgottefi the great God, who-had 
been so to them ; and they were so wicked 
and foolish as to worship idols—gods made by 
their own hands out of stocks and stones, which 
could net possibly do them any good. And God 
was justly displeased with them for their ingrati- 
' tude, and he sent Elijah, to bid them forsake their 
wickedness, and turn to him again, or else, he 
said, he would chastise them. God never punish- 
es any one for sin, without first warning him. He 
warns every man, by conscience, which tells us 
whet ave say ot do what is wrong,—or by the 

Bible,—or by the voice of kind parents and 
friends,—or by the ministers of his holy word. O! 
if he were to punish us for our faults, we could 
not say, that he had not warned us ; “for he has 
véry kindly.and gently warned us; and that too, 
very many times. 

But the people would not hearken to God’s 
warning voice. ‘They would not leave their idol 
gods; and they even sought to kill Elijah, be- 
cause he had brought God’s message to them, 
and told them the truth. Therefore to punish 
them, God did not send the people any more rain 
or dew for a good while ; that they might see 
“that,their idols could not help them, and that they 
might be brought to repent of their sins, and tor- 
sake them. 

Sunshine and rain are among our greatest 
Ulessings. Both are the gifis of God. But tvo 
much, or too little rain, and too much, or too lit- 
tte sunshine, are great afilictions. It must have 
been-very dreadful to man and to beast, to have 
had no rain, and no dew. 

In this time of trouble, God commanded Eli- 
jah to go out into the wilderness, far away from 
the people, and to take up his dwelling by a brook, 
that he mentioned to him. And Elijah went.— 
No doubt, but he was very happy there, for God 
was withhim. We ner be happy in any place 
with the presence and blessing of the great God. 
Here, too, he had sweet «seasons of communion 
with his Heavenly Father : 

The calm*retreat, the silent shade, 
With prayer and praise agree.” 

But there was no food in this wilderness, and the 
prophet would have died for want if God had not 
taken care of him. He bade the ravens, therefore, 
carry him bread and flesh in the morning, and 
“bread and flesh in theevening. And though we 
should have thought, that they would have eaten’ 
it,themselves, they did as Gud bade them. The 
creatures all do as God bids them. A fish of the 
sea,at Christ's command, brought money in its 
mouth, and gave it to Peter. We see, that the 
great God knows how, at all times, to save his 
people from harm. And he will provide for them 
in the seasons of greatest want and trouble. If 
he pleased, he could change the very stones of the 
field into bread. 

. How diligently ought we to pay attention to 
the command of the Savior: ‘“ Seek first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all 
other things shall be added unto you.” 

But I have something else to mention about 
Elijah, which is well worthy to be remembered. 
Afier some time, the brook from which Elijah 
had drunk every day, dried up. But though the 
water failed, God’s promise could not fail. He had 
said, that he would take care of the prophet, and 
he did so,. and in a wonderful manner._ I will 
tell youhow itwas. God now bade him leave 
the wilderness, and go to a town, which he men- 
tioned tohim. He told him, that a widow, who 
lived there, would provide for him, till there 
should be plenty in the land. And Elijah went. 
One should naturally have sup ; that he 
would have found the widow with a large stock 

of provision, that she was very wealthy, and 
could well afford to maintain the prophet. This, 
however, was very fur frombeing the case. For 
when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the 
widow woman was there, gathering sticks ; and 
he called to her, and said, “ Fetch me, I pray thee, 

a little water, in a vessel, that I may drink.” 

We should be very thankful for the many bles- 
sings which God has given to us, since we see, 
that some of the best of his servants have been 
b 30 low, that they have been obliged to 
beg a draught of water. The Lord Jesus has 
said, that a cup of cold water given to his disci- 
ples, for his sake, shail by’no means lose its re- 
ward, And as she was going to fetch the water, 
Elijah called to her and said ; “ Bring me, I pray 
thee,a morsel of bread in thine hand” And she 

; as the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a 
cake, but only a handful of meal in a barrel, anda 


and my son, that we may cat it and die.” 

O how dreadful was the state of the country ! 
God, in righteous displeasure, had withheld his 
rain, and his dew ; and the earth would yield no 
grass, and no fruit. Oh what hath sin done! It 
made the heavens as brass, and the earth as iron. 
All the power in the world could not bring dowa 
one drop of rain from the clouds. Sin has slain 
all the human race, from the beginning of time. 
All the diseases and miseries, which are in the 
world, are the consequences of sin. . 

Well, when Elijah heard the real circumstan- 
ces of the widow, still he bade her bring him some 
water and a cake. And he told her, that he had 
a message to her from the God of {srael. And it 
Was this: “ Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, 
the barrel of meal shall not waste, néither shall the 
cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord send- 
eth rain upon the earth.” : 

She went immediately, and did as the prophet 
bade her. ‘Though she had but a litte oil, and a 
handful of meal, she cheerfully gave a part of it 
to the prophet of the Lord. If we have but little, 
God gave it to us: and the way to make it spend 
well, is to give a part of it to God, if he should 
call for it—The poor widow found it to beso: 
for the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spake by Elijah. 

We see, that faith in God’s word, always leads 
to obedience, and is always attended with a bles- 
sing.. The poor widow believed the word of the 
Lord, and gave a part of her handful of meal to 
the prophet. And the Lord preserved her, and 
her child, and fed them by miracle. We leavn, 
from this wonderful history, that nothing is too 
hard for the Lord. He turned the water into 
wine. When he sent his disciples out’ without 
provision or money, he took care of them. When 
they came back, he said to them, “ Lacked ye any 
thing?” And they said, “ nothing.” Oh yes, God 
is indeed able to do exceeding abundantly beyond 
all we can ask, or even think. If we feel as we 
ought, we shall always be concerned to do good 
to the poor and needy, and to help them in their 
afflictions. He who has very many biessings, and 
who seeth his fellow creaturesin want, and shyt- 
teth up the bowels of his compassion from them, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him? For he, 
who loveth God, loveth his brother also. 

The great God regards any kiidness shown to 
his poor servants, as shown to himself. And at 
the great judgment day, he has assured us, that 
he will say to those who have loved and served 
him, and relieved his afflicted people ; “ Inasmuch 
as ye have done it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 

Elijah lived to see better days; and the great 
God who loved him, sent a chariot and horses, 
shining with the brilliancy of fire, to take him to 
heaven without dying. B.C. 896. 


TEMPERANCE DEPARTMENT. 


TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 
(Sluart’s Reply concluded from our last.) 


Let us now, for the sake of argument, reverse 
the whole matter, and assume the fact that they 
are correct. Would even this have a fatal bear- 
ing on my general argument and cenclusion ? 

They allege, I am aware, that it is fatal. But 
how it is fatal, they have not been particular 
enough to show. 

The use which they make of the matter stands 
thu8: “The Scriptures, by your confession, al- 
low the use of pure wines. Some of these are 
nearly or quite half brandy, as Mr. Brande’s ana- 
lyses of them shows. Therefore the Scriptures 
do not prohibit the use of spiritous liquors, when 
diluted to a like consistency.” On this I remark, 


{1) That there is an assumption here which 
should be noticed ; viz. that the ancient wines of 
Palestine were as strong as the Madeira, Port, 
etc. of our times. How are my opponents to es- 
tablish this? Most of the kinds of wine in France, 
Germany, Spain, and Italy, are inferior, in point 
of strength, even after they are brandied, to these 
wines as they appear in our market. How can 
my assailants make it appear, that if it be lawful 
to drink wines as strong as those of Palestine, it 
is lawful to drink those which are stronger ?— 
That modern art has made stronger wines than 
were made before such art was known, is a fact 
that no one who has read on this subject, and is 
well acquainted with it, will venture, I think, to 
deny. The improvements in the modes of fer- 
mentation alone, have served to effect this object 
in no small degree. I ask then how the fact that 
Prof. Brande’s pure wines, (pure in the sense of 
the Reviewer and Editor,) might be drunk, by 
the permission of the Scriptures, would prove 
that our tmpure wines, (for such are all in our 
market which are in common use¢,) may be law- 
fully drunk, which of course must contain more 
spirit (if they are correct) than those analysed 
by Prof. Brande? But I do not wish to dwell on 
the subject of wines. My opponents both open- 
ly avow the lawfulness of drinking spiritous li- 
quors, and of drinking them habitually, provided 
this drinking be moderate. But how does the 
lawfulness of drinking wine prove the lawfulness 
of drinking brandy, and gin, and rum? Why 
thus, according to the Reviewer: “If there can 
be such a thing as moderation in the use of pure 
wine, the weakest.of which contains from 10 to 
15 per cent. of alcohol; why can there not be a 
moderate use of brandy and other spiritous li- 
quors, especially when: diluted with five or six 
times as much water?” Of course, then, ac- 
cording to him, no spiritous liquor can ever be 
forbidden, because there is none which cannot be 
diluted, so that it will become as weak as pure 
wine. ‘This implies, of necessity, that no spirit- 
ous liquor can justly be considered as in itself 
deleterious in all quantities and in all degrees.— 
On this point Iam at issue with him; and on 
this point I appeal to all that has been said and 
written on this subject, these three years past in 
our country; I appeal to the very nature which 
God has given us, and which treats alcohol as a 
poison ; I appeal to every intelligent and ingenu- 
ous physician in the United States, or on earth; 
I cast my cause on the judgment of such men as 
Drs. Hosack, Warren, Mussey, Sewall, Mitchell, 
Hale, and a host of their compeers, who have ri- 
seh up in the most noble manner, in defence of 
humanity, and against the revolting and perni- 
cious doctrine of my assailants. These men at 
least understand chemistry; and I trast will; 
therefore be entitled to some respect from tlie 
Editor and Reviewer. 

And since I have had occasion to mention this 
subject, I cannot forbear adding, that the united 
and unequivocal testimony of almost. the whole 
body of the ealightened part of the Medical Fa- 
culty in our country, against the use of ardent 
= pe in any quantity, is one of the most lauda- 
ble testimonies in favor of the cause of humanity 
and good morals that was ever rendered. These 

ntlemen have come forward and voluntecred 
their testimony on this subject, in direct o i- 
tion to their own immediate worldly interest and 
emolument. As more than one half of all the 
diseases of our land originate from ardent spirit, 
so more than one half of the emoluments of phy- 
sicians would be taken away, if the doctrine 
which they preach were universally received.— 
To testify then in such a case, to persevere in it 
to urge it by powerful arguments, to batter down 
all opposition,—and all this in defiance of their 
own losses—does evince a regard to the interests 
of benevolence and humanity, which calls aloud 
for the most hearty approbation of every good 
man, and every friend of his country. I cannot 
withhold the public expression of my most un- 
feigned and hearty gratitude tor their services in 
the cause of humanity, their disinterestedness, 
their zeal for the public good, and their readiness 
‘to give their testimony when and where it may 
be useful. 

I leave my assailants to settle their account 
with such men as these, when they advocate the 





little oi| im a cruise; and; behold Iam gathering! 


‘prove the lawfulness of drinking spiritous li- 


f° Now on p. 15,1 have labored to show that 


Staal tie 
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liquors. I may make the appeal, which Paul 
once made to the Corinthian churches: “ Does 
not even nature déself teach that it is a shame” 
to advocate such a doctrine, at a time like this? 


2. 1 have one more remark to make on the} 
reasoning in question, viz. on the attempt to 


quors, because Mr. Brande’s pure wine contained 
so much alcohol. This is, that the ancients did 
ngt usually drink their wines (as they are drunk 
in our country) with@ut being reduced. It was 
the common practice of the Greeks to reduce 
them. Pure wine was offered to the gods; but 
to drink wine unmized was held disreputable ; and 
those who were guilty of such excess, were said 
to act like Scythians. To drink even equal parts 
of wine and water (half and half, as we say,) was 
thought to be unsafe; and in general, the diln- 
tion was more considerable. It varied, accord- 
ing to the taste of the drinkers and the strength’ 
of the liquor, from one part of wine and four of 
water, to two of wine and four or five parts of 
water. ‘The last was the favorite mixture, i. e. 
two sevenths of wine and five sevenths of water. 


Homer states the dilution of Maronean wine 
to be with 20 measures of water ; and Hippocra- 
tes directs that not less than 25 parts of water 
be added to one part of Thasian wine. This 
shows what the “father of medical science” 
thought on the subject of temperance. _ But what 
sort of brandy and water would it be, if mingled 
in the like proportion with regard to strength? 
I could almost give my consent, along with my 
assailants, to such brandy-drinking as this. 

"Phe Romans, at their feasts, made use of both 
boiling water and ice water (just as suited the 
pleasure of the guests) mingled with their wines. 
So Juvenal speaks of the waiter at the table, on 
these occasions, as being calide gelidceque minis- 
ter, i. ec. the waiter for hot and cold water, Sat. 
So Lucian, in describing the Greek feasts, 
says, that “ wine was set on the table, and water 
made ready, both hot and cold,” (In Asino. 7.) 
See Henderson as quoted above, p- 98, seq. 

But was the dilution of wine practiced among 
the Hebrews? I answer, yes; for we may ga- 
ther this clearly from what Wisdom says, in the 
invitation made to her guests, Prov. 9: 2, 5.— 
There she states, that she has “ killed her beasts, 
and mingled her wine,” and thus “prepared her 
table.” In v. 5, she invites to “eat of her bread, 
and drink of the wine which she has mingled.” 
That the mingling here was with water or milk, 
seems to be clear from the nature of the case ; 
for Wisdom surely did not invite her guests to a 
drunken-bout, which must be supposed if we 
understand medicated wine here. ‘These texts 
are to be compared with Cant. 5: 1, where the 
spouse says, “1 have drunk my wine with my 
milk ;” and with Is. 55: 1, where “every one 
that thirsteth” is invited to “come and buy wine 
and milk.” 

The very nature of these references shows 
what the habitual custom of drinking wine was, 
among respectable Hebrews, viz. that they drank 
it diluted, and more commonly dilutgd with milk. 
This would go far towards preventing its tenden- 
cy to intoxication. 

Can my opponents now, who most plainly 
have never studied this subject, and who make 
their assertions at hazard, justly argue from such 
drinking wine as this in ancient times, to prove 
the lawfulness of drinking ardent spirits at the 
present day? If they can, I am unable to see it. 

If they say, that there were those among the 
Greeks, Romans, and Hebrews, who drank wine 
undiluted ; I acknowledge it. But such were 
drunkards ; and I trust that my assailants them- 
selves are not prepared to argue the lawfulness 
of it from such examples. ¥ as 

Where, afier all then, is SS for 
the triumphant exultation of tie stevie Cand 
Editor, even on ihe ground that Prof. Brande’s 
wines were pure? How is it fetal to my whole 
argument, as-they have both so confidently and 
repeatedly asserted? They will pardon me, if I 
abide by my Essay, so far as their objections are 
here concerned. And surely they will now par- 
don me for still adhering to my belief, that Mr. 
Brande did not analyse pure Madeira, Sherry, 
etc. i. e. pure in the sense in which they state. 

I have done with this. But I have another 
suggestion here to make. My opponents speak 
loudly against setting up any rule of faith or 

ractice, which the Bible does not explicitly, or 

Vv plain and unavoidable implication, establish. 
They both declare that the Scriptures do most 
plainly allow the habitual use of wine or of strong 
drink, when temperately used. Yet they both 
declare themselves to be the friends of total ab- 
stinence. ‘They both tell us, that they believe it 
to be a duty, at the present time. On their own 
ground then, I ask how can it be a duty to refrain 
from that, the use of which the Scriptures per- 
mit? On their ground, it is impossible to make 
this ont. If they say, “It is expedient ;” very 
well; but why is it expedient? Is that expedi- 
ent which the Bible does not enjoin? Are they 
Protestants, and do they believe that the Seri 
tures are the surFiciENT and ony rule of faith 
and practice? If so, how is it that they have 
here brought in another rule, another basis of 
moral obligation? And all this, after arging so 
strenudusly on me the soxe authority of the 
Scriptures. They will at least help to unravel 
some perplexities attending their declarations, if 
they will clear up*this matter, and show how 
they are consistent with themselves, and consist- 
ent with the grand maxim of Protestantism. 

But the Reviewer, (after he has shown to his 
own satisfaction that my division of intoxicating 
liquors as exhibited in the Scriptures, and my ac- 
count of Brande’s analysis, are incorrect,) is not 
contented to stop here, although he intimates that 
sufficient has already been said. As a kind of su- 
pererogation work, he goes on to point out my 
** contradictions of myself.” And what are these? 
The first is, that on p. 23 I have asserted, that 
** the wines of Palestine could not be very strong, 
because they were the mere juice of the grape ;” 
and yet, on the very same page, “ I have asserted 
that they were very strong, for they are nearly 
one quarter part alcohol.” 

Now it so happens, that the second assertion 
has respect only to imported wines such as are 
used by us, and not to those of Palestine; and 
this statement is most explicitly made on the page 
named. What the contradiction here is; remains 
yet to be shown. . 

Again he asserts, that I have maintained the 
use of pure wines to be lawful, pp. 10,41, 17; 
yet on p. 15,1 have maintained it to be dnlatoful. 


— 


3. 


strong drink (not wines) is unlawful, having be- 
fore dismissed the subject of wines. 

Of the like tenor are all the contradictions which 

the Reviewer produces. I am content to leave 
them to the judgment of every impartial reader ; 
and Iam the more so, after the well merited and 
able castigation which he has received in the Ge- 
nius of Temperance, that stanch and uniform 
friend of temperance in its true form, which de- 
serves the patronage and approbation of such as 
love their country and this cause. I thank the 
writer of those strictures, for his hearty, spirited, 
and unanswefable remarks omthis deplorable part 
of the Reviewer’s exhibition. 
It was with deep regret I read this part of the 
remarks of the Reviewer. ‘They display such an 
evident unfairness, such an appeal ad tnvidiam, 
such a determination to bring my Essay into dis- 
repute (I can hardly refrain from saying, per fas 
aut, nefas,) that I am pained to think or speak of 
the subject. I can only express my surprise, that 
a. judicious and friendly man, such as I hold the 
— of the N. Y. Observer to be, shouldadmit 
such passages as these into his paper. 

I quit tiie ungrateful theme, and comé to the 
last protracted afeument of the Reviewer, in or- 
der to show that the church has no power to de- 
ny moderate drinkers access to it. On this topic 
I shall dwell briefly. ws 

The conclusion to which the Reviewer himself 
comes, at the close of his long argument, is, that 





lawfulness of the moderate drinking of spiritous 
’ 


‘brethren only, are offended by this course. Those 


ect of church discipline ; whatever is not, is 
nota r subject of discipline.” 1 join issue with 
him on these points. In respect to the first, I ex- 
pect to,establish a conclusion directly the reverse 
of his in regard to the duty of the church in the 
matter of ardent spirits; the second, I hope to 
show, is not well grounded. 
For the first, I make the appeal again to all that 
has been said and written on the subject of ardent 
spirits. [appeal to the Medical Faculty, who have 
taken such a noble stand, and whose judgment 
the public willnot distrust. Ardent spirits (with 
the exception of medicinal use, where, if employ- 
ed at all, they may be employed as other poisons 
are,) are “ injurious in all circumstances, and in 
all degrees.” ‘To argue this over again, would be 
a mere agere actum, a gratuitous labor which has 
already been performed. This question I have a 
right to consider as settled. If so, then chtrches 
have the power to insist that men shall refrain 
from any other use of spirits than a medicinal one ; 
and if they will not do this, to exclude them from 
their communion. 
It isin vain to say that the Scriptures have not 
decided this, because it is not to be found there 
in so many words. kam laboring for things, not 
mere words. I ask where the Scriptures have 
expressly prohibited forgery, counterfeiting, smug- 
gling goods, slavery even? And so of a multitude 
of other crimes, unknown when the Scriptures 
were written. My assailants will say: “ But 
the spirit of the Bible prohibits these.” So I say 
of intoxicating drinks. When I ask myself whe- 
ther the holy Savior and the Apostle Paul would 
have given even a silent approbation to a liquor- 
seller and a brandy-drinker, it is impossible for 
me to doubt what answer is to be given to this 
uestion. 

am willing to stake the whole issue of this 
controversy on three-texts only, viz. Rom. 14: 15, 
where the Apostle says, “It is good neither to 
eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing where- 
by thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak ;” 1 Cor. 8: 13, where he says, that “ while 
the world standeth he will eat no flesh, provided 
it makes his brother to offend :” and 1 Cor. 8: 12, 
where he says, that those who, under such cir- 
cumstances, eat meat, “sin against their breth- 
ren, and wound their weak consciences, and sin 
aGatnst Curist.” 

Now I aver, (and it is impossible to deny this,) 
that those who use spiritous liquors, make their 
brethren to stumble, and offend them. Thou- 
sands, tens of thousands, and these not of weak 


who do this, then, sin against their brethren, and 
therefore they st®"aGcainst Curist. I have only 
to add, that the church has, and must have, pow- 
er to exclude those, who SIN AGAINST THEIR BRE- 
THREN AND SIN AGAINST Curist. 

It is impossible to meet this argument. My 
assailants may turn which way they will, they 
can neither deny the facts, nor the conclusions 
from them. 

They cannot plead that ardent spirits are es- 
sential either to health, comfort, or refreshment. 
There is no plea then for the right of drinking 
them. Some plea of this kind might be very spe- 
ciously made for meat. Multitudes, indeed most 
men, feel that meat is a necessary of life. That 
it is wholesome, nutritious food, and well adapted 
to the laboring part of the community, seems to 
be quite certain. Yet ina matter where Chris- 
tian edification and peace were concerned, the 
apostle did not allow the privilege of eating it. 
He declares, that those who did eat it under such 
circumstances, sinned against their brethren, and 
sinned against Christ. 

Is it possible now to” claim thus much for ar- 


ge all circumstances, and in all degrees, is a fil 


which are injurious only locally and temporally. 
Is not a here member to be dealt with, who vi- 
olates them? Almost every church has bye laws 
of its own, which are of the like nature ; is no ani- 
madversion to be made on him who violates them? 
This year, we will say, the land is threatened 
with famine because the crops of grain fail ; the 
legislature prohjpit the exportation of grain un- 
der a severe penalty; a member of a church ex- 
ports grain; is he not to be dealt'with? And 
yet, is it wrong, at all times, and in all degrees, 
to export grain? . 
But my opponents will perhaps reply, “ Yes, 
the church may deal with such a transgressor of 
the civil laws; but it is because he disobeys the 
civil law, which is always criminal, and not on the 
ground that he exported grain.” - ; 
~ ‘The answeris easy. (1) It is not always crimi- 
nal to disobey the civil law. The laws of some of 
the Roman Emperors which required divine wor- 
ship to be paid to themselves; the law wich re- 
quired Christians to be put to death ; and any 
law of the like nature at the present day, must 
be disobeyed, on penalty of everlasting death. So 
this principle will not come under the first division 
of offences made by the Reviewer, which are the 
proper subjects of ecclesiastical censure. It is not 
always and in all degrees, unlawful to disobey the 
civil magistrate. 
(2) If the civil power has the liberty of making 
laws, on the ground of expediency for the time be- 
ing, which-a Christian is bound to obey, and for 
the transgression of which he may be disciplined ; 
then the church has power to make particular 
rules respecting the demeanor of its members, 
grounded on the principles and spirit of the Bible, 
which are obligatory on all its members. If the 
thing itself prohibited is not malum in se, it mat- 


a church, may be disciplined for violating a civil 
law which prohibits what is not malum in se, you 
must allow the same power and the same rights 
to a church, within its own sphere, of declaring 
by what rules it considers its members bound. 
Its obligation to obey these declarations is just the 
same, as it is to obey the civil magistrate ; or, I 
may say, it is even stronger; because a man vo- 
luntarily, and of his own full knowledge befoce- 
hand of the conditions of church membership, be- 
comes a member ofa Christian church. 

Neither the churches nor the civil government, 


can make laws contrary to those of Christ. If 


they do, the subjects of either are not bound to 
obey. But short of this it is lawful ground. A 


church may, according to its best judgment of 


God’s word, prescribe conditions of membership. 
Nay, every church does this, and of necessity 
does it. L[acknowledge it is a power that may be 
abused ; and every discretionary power or trust 


a thing is no argument against the use of it.” 
It were.easy to state thousands of cases of the 
ple is so plainly erroneous, that it cannot stand 


for a moment. 


* But who is to be judge?” Every church for 


which I have already stated in my Essay. They 
are responsible only to the Great Head of the 
church for their judgment in such matters. To 
of what they call liberty of conscience, and when 


ness. 


With him I answer, no. 





dent spirits, or for wines? It is utterly out of the 
question. We cannot say that they are nutritious, 
lor salutary, or in any sense necessary. (I except 
their medicinal use, if any one insists on this.) If 
then a man might, in Paul’s day, sin against the 
church and against Christ, by not omitting to eat 
food which was nutritious and salutary, and which 
men in general judge to be necessary: it is im- 
possible not to see that there is much: less plea fur 
using either ardent spirits or wines, when our 
brethren are grieved and offended by it, and 
when the safety, nay the existence of our repub- 
lic and its welfare are endangered by it. 


I take my stand here, fearless of any and of all 

assaults. It is impossible to meet this view of the 
subject. It does no good to remove the point out of 
sight; to» throw dustin the air, in order that we 
may not see clearly ; or to shut up our eyes, and 
determine that we will not look at it. The friends 
of thorough temperance know and feel their 
strength here, and that their basis is not to be 
shaken, until God’s word is overturned. They 
will reiterate these declarations of Paul, just so 
ong as their opponents talk about “ exceptions 
prove the rule,” and “ the Bible does not forbid 
the habitual use of intoxicating liquors.” They 
will hold them up to view in characters of light, 
until the blind themselves shall see. They will 
proclaim them with a voice so loud, that the deaf 
Lshall hear. God speaks in them ; Christ decides 
the question; it is not for man to repeal his de- 
cision. 

My opponents will prove, that a Christian 
church has no right to discipline suci as use ar- 
dent spirits or traffick in them, or tio right to ex- 
clude them, when they shall prove that the use 
of them and traffick in them do not make others 
to stumble, and do not give offence to the disci- 
ples of Christ ; but never until this be done. Un- 


in Paul, that such as conduct in this way sir 
against the church and sin against Christ. 


ter of church animadversion and discipline, then 


their positions. 
To talk of the right of using ardent spirit, if i 
have any intelligible meaning, must mean, tha 


fori. Is there any truth in this ? 
All intelligent physicians and physiologists are 
united in saying, that WATER IS THE BEST AND 
MOST WHOLESOME DRINK ON EARTH. Should Chris- 
tians be contented with that.which is the best and 
most wholesome ; or have they a righ, at the ha- 
zard of destroying others, and at the expense.of 
the peace of the church, to insist that they will 
use ardent spirits, or be the degraded instru- 
ments of furnishing others with the means of 
using them? It is impossible to doubt on this 
question, unless the moral'vision is diseased. It 
is useless to urge the right, in suchacase. Itisa 
simple case of.stet pro ratione voluntas. If those 
who advocate it, would be ingenuous enough to 
treat «it as such, it would be some relief to the 
mind, in regard to the course which they take. 


My opponents say that every man is to be left 
to his own judgment, what a temperate use of li- 
quors is. To show the tendency of this argument, 
I will state 4 single fact, which has its parallel in 
unnumbered exa-aples. An aequaintance of mine 
has drunk a quart of spirit each day, these thirty 
years, and has never been drunk, and never inea- 
pacitated for labor or conversation. I have remon- 
strated with himagainst his practice. He replies, 
** What would be «mmoderate drinking for you, is 
moderate for me ; it does not hurt-me at all; a 
does me good.” What canI say to him on my 
opponents’ groung? Fmust say, “ Sir, you are 
your own judge : and if you do not stagger, nor 
become heady by this drinking, the Bible does net 
forbid it.” ; in 

But God forbid that F'should:do my duty in this 
manner, to this wretched man who is on the high 
road to perdition ! we , 

I come to the second ground of. the Reviewer, 
which is, that whatever is ‘not mal in se, that 
is, injurious alwaygand“in all degrees, cannot be 
a proper subject of church diseipline. Pe 
his is most .palpably erroneous. Gur civil 





“ whatever is malum in se, i. e. injurious to socie- 


til this shall be shown, we may take it for certain, 
on the authority of the Spirit of God, who spake 


And 
when my assailants can prove that this is not mat- 


and not till then, may they safely acquiesce in 


such is the importance and necessity of this use, 
that none can insist on_our dispensing with it, 
without oppressing and injuring us in respect to 
that which.is essential to our well-being and com- 
None at all. 


these premises. 


site conclusion. 
the Bible condemns it. 
tain rate of interest, extortion commences. 


convict any one of it. 


ble to their Divine Master, and to him only. 


the drinking of ardent spirits. 


cometh,” shall be restrained. 
themselves can attach any importance. 


lic, to judge between us. 


marks. 
What is my offence ? 


temperance. 


promoting it, we wholly disapprove.” 
are the means? 
that the Bible discourages the use of intoxicating 
liquors. ‘ But no,” they reply, “the Bible does 
no such thing ; it allows them ; and to represent 
it otherwise is making a ‘ fanciful interpretation’ 
of it, and exposing the cause to much harm, by 
furnishing your adversaries with weapons against 
yourself” Indeed? ButI have yet tolearn, that 
we can make substantial headway in any impor- 
tant matier, in our Protestant community, with- 
out any authority or concurrence of the scrip- 
tures. If the Bible does indecd allow the habitual 
use of intoxicating liquors, and restrain the chur- 
ches from all interference in this matter, then 
farewell to the temperance cause, and to all hopes 
of ultimate success in it. A Christian community, 
enlightened as ours is, can never stand long on 
the ground of mere supposed expediency. ‘The 
plan .of my opponents ‘is an impossible one. 


J 


’ 


t 
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tory of the Protestant churches, and well acquaint- 
ed with the genius of our own countrymen, will 
deem it as promising any ultimate and stable suc- 
cess. 

But why Should I be assailed in such a manner 
and with such a spirit? This question is for my 
assailants to answer. I am unable to give an an- 
swer; at least the hazard of giving a wrong one, 
restrains me from an attempt to giveany. ‘They 


and to that public I most cheerfully appeal to 
judge between us. ; 

” The Reviewer has developed, as it seems io 
me, some unhappy traits for a public, religious 
disputant. Why should he aim to hold me up to 
scorn, for self contradictions on the very same 
page, when the basis of his whole remarks is so 
entirely supposititious ? Why should he assume, 
in his.piece and in his note, the air of an adept in 
Hebrew; when, to any man well acquainted with 
this subject, it lies on the face of what he says, 
that into whatever part of this domain he may 
wander, ubique hospes est? But I refrain, lest I 
be led to follow on in his steps. 

I take my leave of him in particular, and of his 
review, by observing, that it would have been 
more manly and ingenuous to have come out in 
open dgy, and not to have taken refuge under a 
mere alphabetic M., which the public have guess- 
ed to mean Professor McLean, of Princeton Col- 
lege in New Jersey. A man who attacks others 
in the style which Mr. M. employs, ought not to 
shun his responsibility, by standing behind alpha- 
betic letters.’ He must expect the audi alteram 


partem of those whom he thus assails. 


Both my assailants seem to be somewhat fear~ 
ful, that the advocates of temperance may be 





laws command and prohibit a gre=t many things 


& 


ow 


grieved with what they have said; and they 


~ 


ters not; for if you allow that I, as a member of 


on earth is liable to the very same objection. But 
(to use the words of my assailants) “ the abuse of 


like nature; but it is unnecessary. The princi- 


itself, I answer again; and on the very conditions 


them must necessarily be committed the power 
of defining when individuals make an undue use 


they come in fact to use it for a cloak of licentious- 
The Editor wishes to know whether the 
Bible, that has forbidden extortion, has fixed the 
rate of interest which may be taken for money ? 
But then I proceed to 
reason very differently from him, in, respect to 
Instead of drawing the conclu- 
sion that no church can fix the rate of interest, 
because the Bible has not, I draw just the oppo- 
The church must judge ofextor- 
tion, and must condemn it, for the reason that 
But to do this, they are 
necessitated of course to judge, that beyond a cer- 
If they 
do not define extortion, of course they never can 
There is a discretionary 
power, therefore, left with every church; for the 
use of which, [ say once more, they are responsi- 


Such a power I deem the church to have over 
They are to judge 
when, where, and how this shall be restrained. 
Otherwise they are nota body vested with thé 
power of preserving their own peace and order. 
They must decide, that he “ by whom offence. 


I have thus examined all the points urged by 
my assailants, to which I apprehend even they 
At least 
[ have not wittingly overlooked any. With these 
remarks I submit the matter to the Christian pub- 


I cannot dismiss. the subject, however, without 
adding a few suggestions on the manner in which 
I have been attacked, ahd on what I deem to be 
the legitimate tendency of my opponents’ re- 


I have labored, in com- 
mon with many others, in defence of thorough 
going measures among Christians in behalf of 
“This is all well,” say my assail- 
ants; “ your object is good ; but your means of 
And what 
One part of them is to show, 


cannot think, that any one well versed in the his; 


are responsible, after all, to an enlightened public ;" 


the temperance cause. They have more reason 
than they even suspect, for thisfear: ~ A deepim- 
pression has been made against their cause, so 
far as I know, by the reading of their 

among’ the zealous friends of temperance. is is 
one of the consequences which they should have 
foreseen. ‘This cause is not. to be supported by 
half-way measures, and the unsolid basis of ex- 
pediency alone. The advocates of temperance 
have generally come, or are coming, to “ go fo 
the whole.” I thank God and take courage, when 
I see this. Allelse I verily believe to be mere de- 
lusion. : : 

The Editor is surprised that my friends still 
cleave to the doctrine of my Essay, after all which 
he has said to overturn it; he appears to be ex- 
cited because some of them venture to call in 
question the sincerity of his temperance profes- 
sion. What else could he expect from his re- 
marks, and from the attacks upon my Essay 
which he circulated? He must calculate on still 
louder disapprobation, if he persevere in t 
course. 
right to speak their opinion, as well as editors ; 
and they certainly will do so. If he has a right 
to publish what-he pleases in his own paper, 
(which I fully concede,) others have the like right 
to publish answers to his remarks in other papers. 
He must not complain, if they exercise that nght. 


From one part of the easaeaing |e part which 
is lessening in point of numbers,) the friends of 
temperance expect of course opposition to their 
measures. But they are not prepared to expect, 
that Christians will plead for the scriptural right 
of drinking ardent spirits. And if those who 
plead for this,, aver that they are friendly to tem- 
perance ; it may be so. I admit that they are 
friendly, in their way. But the hearty friends of 


say, what they do say, 
‘ Non tali auvilio, nec defensoribus istis 
Tempus eget.”* 

One half way friend does more harm than fifty 
open enemies. Such is becoming the general 
conviction of the advocates of temperance. My 
opponents may complain of this; I presume they 
will; butafter all it is true, and it is proper tostate 
the whole truth, on such an occasion as the pre- 
sent. The friends of thorough going principles 
will neither be scoffed out of their convictions, 
nor recede from them because they are confident- 
ly contradicted. 

I have one thing more to say, which is very 
unwelcome to me, and which I say with pain. 
My opponents may calculate on the disapproba- 
tion, as I have already remarked, of thorough 
temperance advocates. But there is another 
thing that will not be less painful to them. This 
is, that they may calculate, with certainty, on the 
approbation of every tavern-haunter and wine- 
bibber in the land. Yes, the joyful welcome 
news will spread quickly among these classes of 
men, that sober people, that Christian Editors 
and Reviewers have taken up on the sid® ef 
moderate drinking, and shown that it is scriptu- 
ral. Without any claim to second sight, I predict, 
ihat in the midnight revel of Bacchanalians, they 
will be toasted throughout the land; and that a 
listening ear may soon hear, from thousands of 
the haunts of perdition, the jovial song, “ Io Bac- 
che! The good book says we may drink wine, 
we may drink brandy—editors and ministers have 
proved it—Io Bacche! Io triumphe !” 

My soul is pained within me at the thought of 
this. And so will the souls of my assailants be 
truly pained at it, I have not the least doubt. But 
after all, they will have to thank their own indis- 
cretion for such consequences; very different, I 
fully believe, from. what they now wish, or what 
they intended. 

A word more, and I have done. As the-re- 
marks against my Essay have been widely spread 
through the community, by means of the New 
York Observer, I would respectfully solicit the 
editors of all such papers as defend thorough-go- 
ing temperance measures, to give the-reply nojy 


& 


This is but impartial justice. The pyblic have 
read the attack; they may be respectfully solicit- 
ed to listen now to the defence. 

I lcave it to the Editor of the New York Ob- 
server himself to decide, whether after admitting 
and making four several attacks upon my Essay, 
the law of “ doing as he would be done by,” d 


fence, in order that his t yy. judge of the 
whole case, after hearing what both parties have 
tosay. I trust that he has a goodly number of 
'subiseribers, who will naturally expect at his 
hands'such impartiality as this. He is at liberty, 
of course, if -he should see fit to publish this de- 
fence, to make what comment on it he pleases. I 
have only to assure him, in the close, that I have 
none but kind and respectful rele toward him. 
But if he comments on this, I beg him not to ad- 
mit again the manner of the pieces already pub- 
lished ; nor for a moment to suppose that. the 
friends of total abstinence can. be driven from 
their ground, by ang assertions in the place of 
facts, or expressions of surprise in the roomof ar 
guments. M. Stuart. 


P. S. After the above remarks were in type, I 
received No. 13, of the Journal of Health, for the 
present year, containing a brief review of my 
Essay. This ably conducted and exceedingly 
useful and popular Journal, which has now thir- 
teen thousand subscribers, speaks a very differ- 
ent language from the Editor of the New York 
Observer and his correspondent.’ I extracta sin- 
gle paragraph. 

“‘ The question is one of uncommon interest, and deser- 
ving of the serious consideration of every member of a Chris- 
tian community ; as such it has been entered upon and dis« 
cussed by the present writer. We feel genau that, 
whatever doubts individuals may sincerely entertain as to 
the impropriety of using and vending intoxicating liquors of 
any description, they will be completely dispelled after an 
impartial perusal of the clear, candid, and convincing argu- 
ments which are adduced in the essay before us.” 

The editors afterwards quote my definition of 
intoxicating liquors, and give Zt their entire ap- 
probation; and a little farther on, after sayi 
that I had pointed out the fact that the Hebrews 
had no distilled spirits, they say, “ From this it is 
justly inferred, that even their mixed wines and 
strong drinks were far inferior, in point of strength 
- the ardent spirits in common use at the present 

ay. 

It is somewhat remarkable, that the very parts 
of my Essay, which the Reviewer and Editor 
above named explicitly declare to rest on a “ rotten 
foundation, should be the parts which the editors 
of the Journal of Health should quote in extenso, 
in their pages, as specimens of the piece which 
they have so decidedly approved. De gustibus 
non disputendum my assailants will probably sav. 
They may console themselves, perhaps by this ; 
but then the public at least will see, that it is not 
the “ want of chemical knowledge” which has oc- 
casioned approbation on the part of the Journal 
of Health. It will be admitted, I trust, that thé 
editors of that work are among the most enlight- 
ened and scientific medical men in our countryf,_ 
The part which they,have uniformly taken, o 
the score of temperance both in eating and drink 
ing, ought to receive the most hearty approbatio 
of all who- love the temporal oreternal good @f 
their fellow beings. 

That the palpable errors with which the Efe- 
viewer and Editor charge me, and these ¢f a 
philosophical or chemical nature, should /have 
escaped the notice of such men as the editors of 
the Journal of Health, while they are so plaip to 
my assailants, will not, it is probable, ampear sin- 
gular to me alone. I know of no bétter way, 
when we are going to assail othersy but at least 
to investigate the correctness of the allegations. 
which one intends to make. Ottierwise, while 
“he who is first in his own cause seemeth to be 
just,” it may so happen, in the course of human 
events, that “his neighbor will comé after him 
land search him.” 





* The times demand other help and different advocates 
from these. . 
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protest against any use of it to the prejudice of . 


In this land of freedom, others have a; ~” 


made to those remarks a place in their columns.“> 


not require that he should gi ive place to one de-* 
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